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PROSPECTUS. 


THE OLIVE BRANCH FOR 1878. 


* The Ourve Braxct for 1878 will be iseard month'y 
as heretofore and mailed to subscribers at the low 
rate of one dollar per year, payable in advance. 


The Orive Brasc is wholly devoted tothe cause 
of Spiritunlism, avd giving to humanity that which 
is spoken and written through the human organisme 
selected by the spirit circle for that purpoxe, the 
names of the spirits thus speaking and writing ad 
pearing with their respective addresses and commu- 
nic ions. * 

It must be evident to the friends and re dern of 
the Ove Brason, that at the exceeding low price 
its circulation ought to be, and must be 

LARGELY ` 
We therefore’ask, aa a special fanor, What each frien! 
and reader of Tun Orive Buance will net only 
RENEW THEIR OWN SUBSCRIPTION 


If our friends will do this, it will aid maternally in 
making op the laree deficit in expense for publi 
cation us well as enlarge and extend the usefulness 
of the OvR BRANCH. 


The price for the coming year will be 
‘ONE DOLLAR, 
Our subscribers cannot fail to see. thet in view of 


all this, without using the | least space of our paper 
for advertising, our object is to give the 

“MOST READING MATTER FOR THE LEAST MONEY 
of any Spiritual paper published, 

Those who have read Toe OLIVE Braxen for the 
past two years, may feel assured that the Addresses, 
Essays, Poctry and other communications by mem, 
bers of the Spirit Circle aad other ‘spirits, for publi 
cation for 1878, will be fully equal to those of the 
past. 

We desire, as far as possible, that al] subscriptions 
shall begin and close with the current year. Will 
our friends please beur this in mind, and not fail to 
commence at once, the rewewat of their own subserip 
tions, as well as securing additional subscriptions for 
Tun Outve Braxen, for 1878. 


Address, 
Tae Ouivs BRANON, 


Utica, N. Y. 
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00 INGERSOLL AND HIS CRITICS. 


SERMON DELIVERED ix Progressive HALL, 
Sonpay, NovEMBER 18h, 1877, By Rev. A. 
A, WHEEOUCK. 


Sonner. Free Thought, Free Speech, and a 
Free Religion, the basis of True Government. 


[Phonographically reported by H. E. Devexponr, Utica, N. v. 

The subject for consideration, les at the foundation 
of all thought of all teaching of that grand philosophy 
of life that expresses itself in the form human, as 
distinctive from every other form in existence. This 
philosophy encompasses that faith which men de- 
nominate “ spiritual,” and embences the unmistaka- 
ble revelation of spiritual things until the gloom of 
the grave is Illuminated and the light of immortality 
brenks upon the otherwise darkened conditions of 
human life. 


“Free Thought, Free Speech, aod a Free Religion. 
the basis of True Government,” is the subject that, 


in brief, Task your attention to this morning: aud I 


only regret the limit of time, and the limit of 
patience, upon your part, human endurance, m 
dealing with wo vast n sul je Ere I proceed to a 
concise and special consid m of it, 1 desire te 
clear the way by the cnus fon of gare canili 
tions; by examining sume of the surroundings tha 
exist here in your midst, that lead mur directly te 
the sublert matter. Yon read in thls so-called 
“holy hook,” many good things, and miny things 
that are indifferent, that are absolutely east 
nside by you, You don't read them at all Bu 
you rend thay, in the past, thers was 4 crain poot 
ihat was tre abl d hy an angel of the Lord, #8 they 
believed, and when the spirit froubled the pool 
cages sipped down into the water 
and were healed. An instrument of the Lord ha» 
been 10 this city, snd the thedtl) wical pol has been 
stirred. The waters have become troubled, and 
mapy have unconsciously siepood in, and they 
realize the preenre power ant iafluence of the 


angel of free though Gods sugel troutling the 
waters of their singwish mentality, 


First ofall, let me assure you that spirits are nor 
silent, uninterested spectators of the human race, be 
eause they are in spirit life, They are not uninterested 
Kpectators of even the mast trifling things that pertain 
to human interests, mach less those of u public charac- 


ter, tliat, in their intiuence, atir buman thought. and 
briag to uuunnity, that divins revelation, und that 


divine result; in mental healing, that God hasdecreed. 
For, It is only by stirring these elements that the 
agitation of thoaglit can be realized. No truer senti: 
ment was ever expressed, than that tho agitation of 
thought isthe beginning of wisdom, And what else 
% pricceless fn human fife; what £0 priceless 
in angel life, as the power revealing the matei- 
less wisdom of God? The agitation of thought 
is the beginning of such revelation. For, without agi- 
tation, there is no th lit; there is no possible power, 
in that direction, manifest, Hence, it lies at the very 
doorway of all possible realization, in all times and 
places, either in the mortal form, or in avy condition 


‘and beard him glsd'y," 
Awen so with every bold tescher of the truth, in every 


of this city to show it, 


might any. 
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or sphere in. spirit life. As faras | know, this Is 
as applicable to spirit existence, out of the 
mortal or physical state, as it is to the condition of 
mind and spirit, in it. 

The inquiry comes, then, in the midst of this com- 
motion, Who are agitated, and why? What has been 
said, what has been done, that should go agitate the 
tranquil minds of godly men in this community, and 
causé the troub'ed waters of their mentality to pre- 
sent the pecultar condition observed at this time? 
Why, the circumstances ure simply these: A gentle- 
man, holding a distinguished position before the 
public, asan ora'or and independent thinker, comes 
to this beautiful city, and gives expresssion to cer, 
ty in ideas, to certain thoughts, that com» in conflict 
with. established sectarian conditions of religious 
heorizing, religious teaching. And this causes the 
fluttering you perceive among the clerical birds, 
which shows how fully they have come under the 
direct aim of the clear-sighted marksman, whose in- 
tell: cfual ballets have pierced through and through 
the thick-coated, thick crusted theology lu this oom- 
monity: They have enterc? the beretofore brimeane 
coat of mail, to long shielding the outside, touching, 
as with the ner of death, the very life eskence und 
basis, upon which these structures rest, and attempt 
to hold a commasding influence over the public 
ind. 

Bot only u certain clays manifest any particular 
anxiety. Asef old, “ whe common people heard him, 
It was so with Jesus: it bas 


aze: The common people beard them gladly.” 
Wheerald not ob-erve, that evening, a general re- 
sponse, in living hearts, that pulsated in sympathy 
with the tepid strokes thut a decaying system of 
theology received? 

Was there any utterance as aga'nst the culture 
and improvement of the human mind? No Was 
thore à single sentiment uttered that declared hostit- 
ity, in any sense, to any human interest, or justice? 
No. Was aught uttered, but that which reason, jus- 
tico und true maolin „gu! dictate? No, It does 
nat He within the power of one, or all the cl: gymen 
Five of them appeared * 
with no oil io their lamps," 
folly. before the nespaper in- 


the: fo ish virgi 
demonstru ed by the 
terviewer, j 
The representative of Catholicism declared that 
his Church rested’ on dogma:!” They were satis- 
fled; unconcerned, no matter what the **intidel" 
As représentatives of the Catholic 
Church, they were so little concerned, that they 
ovliher hear, or read, or wish to know what others 
msy know, or what truth may be revealed to any 
duman soul, touched with the finger of inspiration 
from on bigh, and revealing the greatest living truth 
to mortal man, in the midst of the darkness of dog- 
mus and creeds, that comes both through the Catho- 
lie Church and its numerous Protestant branches! 
Who, then, is it with whom this agitaion is man- 
ifest today? Again, you ean turn to the past, and find 
history repeating itself. This commotion is not new. 
This manifestation of anxiety, upon the part of those 
who claim to be, as did those in the past, the viceger. 


r 


ents of God on carth, is not new, When u similar 
agitation was manifest in the past, the same element 
and a like cause existed. They said of the mighiy 
works of that humble Nazareno, performed in the sim: 
plicity and power of truth, " our craft: is in danger.” 

Their wonderment and anxiety knew no bounds, as 
runulng to and fro, and counseling with each other 
they anid: " Great is Diana, for by this eraftowe gut 
our gain} Do not these men say among themselves, 
„our craft is lu danger?” It is easy to perceive the trne 
cause of anxiely upon the part of those who cluim to rep: 
resent al! that religion embodies in this community. Oj 
course, there isagitation upon the part of those whose 
living depends npon their being able to mantnin their 
claim. It could not be otherwise, How desperate 
their straggle, and bow pitiful the public manifesta: 
tion they are making to save thut which cannot be 
saved! God has decreed that the mighty sweep o! 
truth’s sword shall destroy this man-made theology, 
This isin harmony with the great principles of pro 
gress eternal, which this” infidel “Gonak enuneintial” 

And the fact that an “infidel, as they regard him, 
could stand in thelr'tuidst, with the majesty of a power 
which threatened to upheave their vary foundations, 
and proclaim immortality to the people, as the result 
ofa natural life, blossoming daily with kindness, love 
and goodness, being constantly carriud forward by the 
law of progress in each being, without consent or ne 
cessity of the presence or prayers of the clergy. senma 
to have boen the last hairadded to their overburdeno! 
patience, whieh they could not endure. ‘his was 
simply declaring the grand truth of progress, by which 
human life, spirit existence, and even God's infinite 
spirit, revenia the possibility and glory of a death- 
less unmortality, That this so-cailed “ infidel" should 
stand upon a public phitform in Utica, with so many 
ears eagerly listening, anxions to know the truth, and 
have him declare to them that immortality was not 
born of creeds, or of man’s devices, bat was un inherit- 
ance of human life, of time and progress eternal, re 
gardless of creeds, you can all. perceive, endangers the 
“craft,” Yes, endangers the little theological “dag 
onl” in which each one of these speninl representatives 
of God is paddling about in the community, seeking 
to pacify, and still hold the public mind aud the con. 
science of individuals to the support of their unim 
proved devil and Godless theories! 

Let me suy t these reverend brothers, you might 
just as well undertake to stop the pouring forth of 
the cHuvia from Mount Vesnvins’ top, by holding 
an umbrella over it, as do stop the fluw of God's l. 
luminating truth pouring forth in torrents of elo: 
quence upon the minds of men—sven from the 
thront of this giant mfidsl of the West. Your theo- 
logical patent for revealing God's truth is ont of 
date. You have no process by which you enn, ¢ 
will be allowed to put a padlogk ora patent upon it, 
or any other device, so long as free thought, fren 
speech, and free men exist in a free land, 

All idens, whether religious or otherwise, must 
stand a clear and searching investigation. ‘To-enter 
tain ideas, and not be willing to Clearly Coutrast, io 
reason, those ideas, even with the ideas of un avowed 
infidel, as the speaker claimed, is not only mos 
illogical, but the evidence of by gowy and barbarism, 

Moral ethics, all human thought, must be sub 
ject to the law of improvement and progress in 
every age, as everything else is suljject to that daw; 
then it becomes interwoven in the mind, as truth. 
Religion, as well as all else in this universe of life, 
must be subject to the law of growth and. progress; 
hence it is mola matter of ‘ grace divine,” pourcd 
into the buman soui at some special prayer meeting, 
or religious revival, iù answer to tle prayers of 
saints | 

But what did this soul-destroying ** infidel” cay ¥ 
Let me read to you the very gist of his inspired ut- 
terances. This is an instrument of Goil—of the 
spirit world. His mission to this city wee to bless 
humanity, by opening wide the pearly gutes of free 
thought, through which every human soul was in 
vited to come to the store-house of knowledge. 
His mission, in part, was to deliver the clergy from 
the bondage of creeds, superstition and ignoranco. 
He was moved upon by spirit power in his conscious, 


normal state The thoughts that the spirit world 
este to give to humanity fonnd expression in 
strains of eloquence, which charmed, while it 
awikened new thoughts with all who listened, 

Why should these lyarned critics, claiming to have 
‘the advantage of possessing, by simply asking for 
it, an abundance of “grace divine,” so misunder 
stunt) Col. Ingersoll’s ideas,as to unite in filling the air 
with wordy declarations and assumptions about that 
which he did not say, rather than that whieh he did 
declare? Setup men of straw to pull down before 
their admiring flocks, rather than look this giant 
once square in the face Why? Is it because thes: 
apostles of wisdom do not understand the plain 
English which an hones} “infidel” used? What 
then causes their intense anxiety and fear? Criticise, 
O reverend gentlemen, bat let your criticisms rest 


upon the grand and. noble sentiments expressed 


even, by an “infidel,” in all, fairness, that you may 
follow the tenching of your professed Master, in 
rendering Unto Cesar the things that belong to him; 
aod when you thus eriticise, then will the * common 
poople bear, and hear gladly,” and though you may 
deceive some with your sophistry, those sublime 
truths uttered will have their effect, and the words 
so eloquently expressed will burn their way into the 
hearts of men in this beautiful city, and there is no 
power of pope or priest that can stop the silent 
working of their influence. 

I now read to you some of the grand sentiments 
expressed by Col, Ingersoll, that you may see what 
cause for grievous offense this hated “infidel” gave 
the clergy of Uties, and which some of them have 
resented with the lamb-like spirit of the tiger. 
These are the significant words: 1 do not say 
what fs or What is not true.“ Broad, good, grand, 
noble declaration! Do these crities say this? They 
profess to toll you what Gud knows! They profess 
to be in the seerets of the Infinite, and the devil be- 
sides! They chiim to know what both are doing, 
avd while his satanic majesty goes about “ like a 
roaring lion,“ devouring buman souls, the Infinite 
and All-powerful Deity, whom these reverend gentle- 
mon worship,sits npon the throne of the universe 
and quietly looks upon the sad havoc the devil is 
making, unconcerned and unmoved, and with less 
anxiety about tue fate of souls than the clergy of 
Utica have manifested concerning the honest senti- 
ments of an infidel,” honestly expressed They 
profess to know what God does, asks, demands of 
you and others. They can tell you all about it. 
Especially docs God want you, say they, to attend, 
and pay Jiberally to the support of their Church. 
Why God has more interest in this than in check: 
mating and stopping the devil in bis wild career of 
destruction, they do not explain, 

Now note the modesty of this much feared “infidel.” 
He says “Ido not say what is trae, or what is not 
true. Usimply plead for light” He pleads for more 
light to beam upon the pathway of mortal men. Is 
there anything wrong in that plea? Do these men 
aay thie? What ie their light! ‘They try to spread 
the rays of a little tallow dip all over Gods universe, 
and by its feeble fight are groping around tn the 
darkness, endeavoring to find the path that leads to 
fumortality before the flickering rays go out in 
death. “I plead for light,” says this royal soul, 
touched with God's Inspiration from on high, More! 
Wat elke’ “For room.” For light and room, 
Wut cles “Foy opportanity for cach human soul” 
O, the representatives from higher spheres could say 
ne more: God could not sty more ior mortal man in 
his present condition. It ix what God is saying through 
every mynitesiation of light and love npon the planet. 
Again and again upon this platform T have sought in 
my own humble, feeble way, to present this truth to 
you More light—more room more opportunities. 
God is snying it in every spear of grass—in every 
atom of dust. Godis saying itin the mighty forest, 
in the unfolding beauty of the flowers. In the human 
structure, God is saying it, both tothe child in the cra- 
dle and the man stepping into the grave. He is saying 
for humanity, " Give them light,” God is making the 
plea that this man made for “more light,” in the 
midst of darkness. For“ more room“ that men may 


have, justin proportion te thelr light and room, ep 
portunities; golden, glorious opportunities; without 
whith death, darkovas, silence, absolute nonmnticy 
must reigu. Do these men say thie? They say you 
must find all the light, room and opportunity for 


grand royal souls, possessing: Infinite possibilities, in 


the little, narrow, sectarian creeds which they have 
made, and which taken altogether, make a theological 
“dugout” of about the rame siza and capacity ds the 
one referred to by Col, Ingersoll, which he declared 
was navigated by an ancient mariner possessing u 
“spoonful of brains.” À 

Let everybody think,” says Col. Ingersoll. This 
comes naturally,as the result of "more light,” ‘more 
room and opportunity.” ‘ Let everybody think, 
and let everybody express that thought.” Do these 
men say this? Why, then, this flattering, this 
anxiety? While I live, Lam going to do my own 
thinking, and to express that thonght. That is all 1 
ask, liberty. IfI haven't the night to think, for what 
reason am La thinker?“ Aji the theology of the unig 
verse can't answer that question, Tt isadireat thrust 
at every Greed that was ever mado, that shackles the 
human intellect, and binds it, ns these men well 
know, to certain set rules, that make the Individual 
asiave, and bring the mind into the condition of 
that serfdom incompatible with liberty; even the 
liberty of the true gospel, "If have not the right 
to think, for what reason am La thinker? And if 1 
am going to think anything, why not think my own 
thoughts? Have In right to express it? Yes, if any 
other human being has the riglt to express it. 
Standing under the fl gw of nature’ Ah, ioo broad for 
these reverend gentlemen—Standing nuoder the flag 
of nature, I am the equalof every other human being 
in that right, (the right to think and the right to ex- 
press it.) If I have not that right, who has? IfI 
lose my tight, when did that gentleman get bis? If 
Mr. Smith has no right to think and Mr. Brown has 
no right to think, and Mr. Thompson has no right to 
think, and those three get together to form a 
Church” mark, here is another canse for fluttering— 
‘what right have they to think? Icliim no more 
for myself, than T give tonl) others cheerfully. Bis. 
too early in the history of this world, my friends, to 
write a erced.“ ©, what admonition and sound ad- 


vice is this, to those who are making creeds, thereby 


pulting shackles upon the mentality of man, woman, 
and child, in gaining a livelihood in maintaining 
such erred, Why it yoo early to write a creed? 
Here are the reasens; It is top early in the bistory 
of the world, to tell what is true,“ —absolutely—* it is 
too carly in the history of this world to write a 
creed.” „Our fithers were slaves. Their fathers 
were intellectual serfs There has never yet been 
a free generation of men, and women upon ths 
globe. Wait until we bave had a few ages of 
liberty, Tt will be time enough then to say, or under⸗ 
take to sty, whatis trae Ut will be time enough 
then to give a philosophy to the werld " 

This is the helgtt und lenght of the „ infidel's"* 
offending; these sentim ns 1 have tend to you 
What is there in them, in fact or expression, that 


could couse the sllahtes fe ug fopoosition to rise 


in the mind of any human being, whois not allied 
in interest, in thoughr, in education, in feeling, with 
some superstition ar creed? Nothing at all, but what 
every lover of liber y. every maa who belleves in 
the right to think, free from prejudice, would admit 
as n necessity to every human soul. 

1 now ask you to consider with me, us directly 
connected with The Liberty of Mun; Woman and 
Child,” what is invelvedin * Fres Thought, Free 
Speech, and a Free Religion, ns the Basis of n True 
Government.” I regret that my time for its cons 
sideration is so limited. Phe freedom of thought is 
nnecessity, whether in the physical body, or spirit 
life, and is in harmony with the spirit of freedom 
universal, Not a license, simply, as under certain 
influences and circumstances, individuals may be 
persuaded to believe in certain theories or practices; 
but a grander understandiog of liberty, wherein in- 
dividual thought, first of all things, and the right to 
think upon all subjects, is regarded as the natural 
and priceless inheritance of every human being, The 


January, 1878. 
untute of the human structure clearly proves the 
Tight to think, If there is no freedom of thought 
for the individual, there can be none in n larger 
sense. The claim of independence, in a national 
sense, or the Declaration of Independence of our 
fathers, that we glory in, is but the beginning, the 
blossom and full blooming of individual thought: 
but the unitizing of the individual right to think, is 
but the accumulation of this clement and power, and 
those who were engaged in the framing and pro- 
mulgation of that declaration of freedom, had no 
right whatever to make it, unless it be based upon 
the right of every individual to think for themselves. 

Religion is not debarred from this necessity, any 
more than the mere concerns of business, in life, 
The right of freedom to think relates to religion 
more that all else. Ii relates to the moral force, with 
a grander scope, covering the necessities of human 
life more than it does any other interest in What life. 
In this morta? form, the priest may deny men the 
right to think. As you read the history of the race— 
the history of the past—you shall fad priest-eraft 
and king-craft and their interesta united. One 
holding with iron grasp, the physical condition of 
mankind; the other holding the spiritum and moral 
powers of the race, and controlling them. If man 
could be relieved from and brought up out of the 
influence of such a Combination of tyranny, he had 
first to gain physical freedom, But that could not 
have come us t boon to mankind, to the extent it has 
in this new world, unless preceded by free thought, 
which finally blossomed ont into the benuty and 
glory of freedom in this free land, The physical 
bonds must be striken from the race, first, before 
spiritual freedom could be realized. 


The right to think, in the individual, lies at the 
basis of the acquisition of all knowledge and experi- 
ende in life. The laws of axperience in life, the laws 
of growth, development, all these are embraced 
within the right to think. The being who bas not 
this right, has not the power to exercise it, If man 
did not possess the power to think, even the mighty 
Inspiration of the Infinite could never touch or quicken 
his soul. What is this human structure, physically, 
without the power to think? The right to think can 
be demonstrated by any being who lias the power 
God lays no embargo upon the right of the individual 
to think; You may question Him as you will, and 
never got a frown from God. But you can't question 
a priest five times. without being sent straight to per- 
dition, and never could in any age: But you may 
question the All Father eternally, and only smiles and 
joy and rejoicing will answer you back and encourage 
you to search tor the cause of all things, ‘The power 
and right to think is a primal necessity of being. 

It follows, then, of necessity, if men possess the 
power of thought, by the decree of the Infinite, there 
mst be a natural avenue to express that thought. 
What is it? The grand possibility of speech, by which 
soul communicates with seul. There are other ave- 
nues that the soul employs; the intuitions of being, 
that not only express, but reveal the inner depths, as 
speech never can. But the glory of speech, and the 
necessity of speech, are seen in all the conditions of 
life, manifested by joy inexpressible, that each 
being possesses the possibility ofexpressing the thought 
that each has the right tothink, This is the natural 
consequence, then, of free speech The natural 
sequence to the existence of tree thought in the mind 
the power to think. Next comes, of necessity, the 
power to express that thought. Tn this, as in the blos- 
som, the power of thought is the bud, and the floral 
kingdom, in all ite matchless beauty, possesses nothing 
like this, “ Solomon, in all his glory,” was not array- 
ed like n human mind, budding in infancy, in the 
power of thought—the bud anfolding in speech——the 
sweet and perfect blossom of that bud; giving forth 
the fragrance of the soul, whichis perfect love. 

To realize the fullest development und banefit of 
Free Thought, there must be Free Speech. Whoever 
seeks or atlempts to-abridye either, is an enemy to 
mankind! As Free Thought is the bud, Fros Speech 
is the blossom, and these ever give promise of fruit 
which is found in a free religion. These three form 
a glorious trinity, and become the basis of all true 


The Olive Branch. 


government. The cultivation of the moral powers 
of mankind lies at the foundation of honest, good 


‘government, as certainly as they do of a true char- 


acter for the individual This is that intellectual 
quality called conscience, which is the only true 
measure of men or nitions, It is the ripe fruit of 
bud and blossom jo all possible growth and develop 
ment in both individual and national life, not only 
in this earthly condition, but in the unfolding and 
blossoming in a higher state of existence. For this 
is the measure of min—the measure of angels 
light divine 
the full orbed glory of that living power. Develop 
ment of fruit in allthat pertains to this life shows 
this natural truth, ard reveals the basis of all 
things with God or mun, An intelligent conscience 
encompasses all that is good, all that is pure, all that 
is holy, all that is true and sincere; and naught else. 
This is the sum total, the vital essence of free religion, 
“pure aad undefiled" from taint of creed, or tyranny 
of pope or priest, There are other elements of mind; 
‘and all nature's forces are employed in the mingling 
ind intermingling of these elements, blossoming 
in the life of the lower forms of existence; in ths base 
of the brain; in that which pertains to the physical 
formsof life, But the ripe, rich frait of the freedom 
of speech isthe freedom of conscience, The evidence 
of this is seen in the history of the race It is because 
conscience has been the polar star to some brave and 
heroicsouls in every age, that man has advanced to 
his present spiritual development, Tt is because con- 
science, as a mighty sovereign, held sway in some 
minds, in every hour of peril, in the ages past, that the 
purple flowers of martyrdom and patriotism still bloom 
npon the graves of the dead centuries! It was con- 
science in heroic souls that has made possible the ever 
Widening pathway of human advancement up the 
rolling centuries, sprinkled with the blood of martyrs 
and patriots in each succeeding age. It is because 
there is a  covscience in man that the 
grand progress of the race has been possible, 
trom the earlier forms of human life to the 
present intellectual state. There are unmistakable 


‘signs in history, of growth, advancement, and pro- 


gress, from the lower conditions in which the race 
once existed and outof which it came. Yes, it must 
come! There was no other way by which it could 
come, by which the glorious estate of true manhood 
—a true life—guided by the divine light of con- 
science in each individual, can be reached Would 
yon know the measure of a nation’s conscience, take 
the true measure of the conscience of every man, 
woman and child au it; you will have the sum total 
ofahe nation’s conscience Just in proportion, as 
you measure that, you will fad out the standard of 
justice in the national life. 


Aud, when you tura with saddened gaze to the 
sud unvoc that war is making at this time in the 
East, can you not gauge the conscience of those 
nations, ip their death struggle for the mastery ? 
Whatelements are chiefly manifest in this bloody 
contest? The voice of reason is hushed in the din 
and roar of battle, and the light of conscience is 
shrouded with the black pall woven of selfishness, 
strife, and carnage, Mad ambition, hatred, and 
revenge rule the hour Again the Cross and the 
Criscent are in a death grapple. Blood-stained with 
past contests in the interest of religion, these same 
emblems of national godliness and piety are now 
waved over gory battlefields, of butchery and 
slanghter. As the thumb-scraw rack and 
gibbet was once used in the interests of 
religion, ss it ie claimed that this slaughter 
of human life, with all the desolation that war can 
briny, is in the interest of religion. In the light of 
what history reyéals—the desolation that the present 
religious war is making, the fear, the awful trep 
idation, the envy, hate, and malice, the noited blus- 
fer, and He made by most of the clergymen 
of Unea, because one solitary infidel came here and 
utterod bis thoughts ina manly, honest, straightfor- 
ward way—in view of all this, and much more we 
might present of ostracism and persecution at the 
present day by the leaders and professors of secta 


rinn Christianity —falsly culled retigion-am Toot justi- 


This is the fruit, the ripe fruit, It is 


fied in exclaiming, as did the heroic Madame Roland, 
whose indignant gaze fell upon the statue of Liberty 
while awaiting her execution — Oh Religion | what 
crimes have been, and ara being committed ia thy 
name!“ Why is this, do you ask? Measure the 
conscience, and you shall find the answer, See those 
rufflanly flullies pounding esch other's faces to jelly. 
Measure their conscience. Sce two reliyions nations 
engaged in wholesale butchery of human life. 
Measure their conscience. See men who claim to 
have ‘grace divine“ ““ wisdom from on high“ 
who preach and profess to be governed by the spirit 
of paace and good will to ai men, unite to assail and 
destroy the reputation and nsefalness of an honest, 
upright, intelligent, good man, by shouting “ In- 
Adel," “ Heresy,” “ Blasphemy”—simply because 
there is an honest difference of opinion, aud the 
said “infidel” has the ability and courage to express 
his thoughts, Measure their consciences, 


What do they all need? A baptism of free thought 
and true religion. If the champions of the prize 
ring had a higher development in thoueht, and con- 
science to correspond,the world would not be shock- 
ed with their disgusting brutality, If the masses in 
Russia ard Turkey had been favored with the free- 
dom of thought—of speeeh—of the press, and could 
have known and felt the influence of freedom in re- 
ligion—the full power of an intelligent conscience 
the horrors of the present desolating war would have 
been avoided! Had the clergymen of this city been 
filled with the spirit of our Elder Brother, whose 
glorious life they profess to follow and emulata, they 
could not have sneered at and unitedly assailed an 
honest man, because of a difference of opinion! All 
that was essential in the teachings of Jesus was de- 
clared by Him to be embraced in “ Charity.” Blessed 
Charity! How these lamb-like “ followers of the 
Lamb” have illustrated itt With such a religion, 
how long will it be before these reverend tigers aud 
infidel lambs will lie down in peace together! Then 
will the millennium have dawned! 


What does humanity need? More ‘Free Thought,” 
“Free Speech” and “ Free Religion More 


Light,” More Room,” more, better aud grander ' 


opportunities for every human soul! With these 
must come intellectual development; a broadening 
and deepening of the individual and public con- 
science, Then shall men learn war no more; but 
peace, Jove and good will shall blossom every where 
in buman life, just in proportion as Free Thought, 
Free Speech, and a Free Religion are understood, 
appreciated and enjoyed, as the fulfillment of that 
God-desigaed liberty which is the natural right of 
every man, woman and child. 
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THE TRUMP OF FREEDOM. 


Awake ye slumbering sons of earth, 

Let fre dom's call dispel the dearth 

Which, like a cloud, doth hide the light 
From true investigation, 


A call to arms once more resounds, 

With clarion tones the bugle sounds, 

It calls the valiant forth to fight 
For mauliood’s preservation. 


‘The cannon's roar—the glittering spear 

That filed your land with sorrows drear, 

Now rest in peace. Yet, freedom's cause 
Lies bleeding at your feet ! 


From priestly halls a sound is heard, 

Like that which led to. Calvary's deed! 

“The right to think, the right to praise, 
Must meet with sure defeat, 


Our creeds and customs must survive 

What e'er the cost—'tis thus we live; 

‘Tis thus we hold the world in awe 
And make it do our bidding, 


“Should we admit the right to think, 

Or from God's fountain let men drink, 

Our crafts would then in danger be— 
Likewise our easy living." 
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Our lofty spires like pillars stand: 

Our chimes ring forth over all the land, 

While we proclaim ‘tis God's decree— 
These things we must defend.” 


“Tf we admit that man is free, 
The oldest one may live to see 
Our time worn systems pasa away, 
And frecdom’s banner floating. 
“ Our ship’s afloat; the waves run high; 
Our craft demands, we do or die; 
No matter what the means employed, 
In this is our salvation! 
But while we hold the reins of power, 
With boldness say, tis but a shower’ 
Our ark will ride the storm, we know; 
Our cloyen feet concealed. 


Now brethren, let us hope nnd pray, 

That all who oppose may pass away, 

And ask our God, ' their hands to wither 
And pulsied be their tongues.“ 

“Our cause thus flourished in the past, 

By use of force—sweet joys now lost— 

Come dawn ayain—thy smile we'll gre st, 
Blest days of persecution,” 

The star of truth with light divine 

Will yet Mumine all coming time; 

For creeds must die —A brighter day 
Will dawn upon the world, 


Nov. 21, 1877. 
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THE HASTERN WAR. 


Mankind have, in all ages, been subject to 
differences, both in the action of the mind, 
and their intentions. It has been said that the 
heart of man was deceitful above all else. 
Whether this be trae or not, deception is often 
practiced te conceal from others the real 
intent of the mind. 

It is not from the heart that these con- 
ditions emanate; the mind is the fountain or 
well spring o human auction. The heart is a 
function of the body, but does not possess 
power of thought ‘Therefore we must look 
to the mind if we would fathom the cause of 
the effects which we see, 

The mind of man is a mystery. Tts 
operations upon other functions of the being 
are absolute. It is the controlling power of 
the world, It is mind that creates a desire in 
the soul of the scientist to search after the 
hidden truths in nature. It is the action of the 
mind that creates a desire for knowledge. It 
is mind that plans and directs the destinies of 
nations. It is mind that directs the two na- 
tions now engaged in deadly conflict. In the 
mind originated the form of the first deadly 
weapon, and it has caused the perfection of 
instruments used in the physical destruction of 
thousands of human beings, often to gratify a 
base desire for power. 

The mind force requires cultivation, mould- 
ing, instructing; but as mind is the ruling 
power, how is it to be governed and controlled. 
Certainly not by compelling every other 
function of the being to yield servile obedi: 
ence to its dictation, Nor by the destruction 
of those who oppose its rule. Though it have 
the power to destroy its opponents, the mind 
force of the vietim still lives, and is still a 
power though not through the agency of the 
sword, By the swift-winged bullet, the outer 
form may be stripped of its power as an op- 
posing body, yet the mind still lives, still acts, 
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and is a force which, though unseen, may be 
felt. 

The struggle now going on between the 
two contending forces, presents a fruitful field 
for study. Thousands are sent daily to our 
side of life, slain in battle; and for what? 
What is the cause of the present war. Is it 
in the interest of humanity, or is there another 
motive underlying the ontward expression? I 
am awure of the assigned cause, bat is it the 
true one, 

Russia on the one hand arrogated to herself 
the position of defender of Christianity, or of 
what she considers to be Christianity, Oan it 
be truthfatly said that such extreme measures 
are necessary for the protection of any re- 
jigious idea? Is it the objeet and purpose of 
religion to wage a warfare against a sister na- 
tion, and thns send thousands into spirit life 
who know naught of the realities of that life? 

The sinews of war are found in the laboring 
classes, the ignorant, confiding ciuizens, who 
have less opportunity for mind culture than 
their more favored brothers, who enjoy the 
surprises that wealth can bring. The suffering 
victims of war are the poor, What do the 
peasantry of Russia know of the claims of 
Ohristianity? They are a priest-ridden nation 
at best, trained to serve their masters like serfs 
or slaves, and they follow their leaders like 
sheep to the slaughter, led by the false, decep- 
tive teachings of prſesterakt. Not only is this 
deference shewn to the priest by the private 
in the ranks, but the man who wields the 
voyal sceptre bows in submission to their man 
dates, and while the battle wages fieree, the 
low mutterings of the priests are heard, in- 
voking their imaginary God to crown their 
armies with success! Such is the spiritual 
darkness and depravity of these brave de: 
fenders, 

While on the other hand, the followers of 
Mohammed, with all the zeul of fanatics, rush 
to the coufliet in support of their cause, be- 
lieving in the justice of it; and who shall af- 
firm that the Russian is not as much in error 
as they, and the contest, instead of having any 


vital religious interest at stake, is bat two 


nations contending for the supremacy.” 
Religion has often been made the scape- 
goat of individual and national erime.. If 
ambition for an increase of territory has 
caused war, it las ever been the fate of 


religion to be the assigued cause. And Chris- 


lianity, as recognized by the world to-day, has 
been the cause of more crime and bloodshed 
than any other system known to maukind. 
Millions of treasure is expended every year, 
gathered largely from the poor of your land, 
for the ostensible purpose of extending a 
system of religions teaching, that is of itself 
wholly without a foundation of truth. And 
yet in support of so false a system, millions of 
treasure and thousands of human lives are 
sacrificed yearly, Ts it the principle of re- 
ligion to thus scatter broadcast the hard earn- 
ings of the poor, or sacrifice human life, and 
send its victims unbidden into a world they 
know not of? Tf this be religion, far be it 
from me to countenance it, or assist in its 
promulgation, 

But the question airses, is religion the cause 


of this great sacrifice, or is it the passions of 
men, fed by the greed of avarice; a craving 
for power and territorial extension! As this 
pròves to be the case, then why attempt to. 
chift the responsibi.ity from the true cause to 
one based upon supposition. 

It has been said that the heart of mam is 
continually prone to evil, but as the heart is 
not the organ of thought any more than the 
hand, we must look elsewhere for the power 
that impels men onward in the road to de- 
struction, The mind force of man is the 
fountain from whence springs all the evil to 
which the human family are heirs. It is with 
the mind we must deal in our criticism of 
what has occurred in the past, is transpiring 
in the present, or will become an experience in 
the future. 

It is the mind of man, whether in the visi- 
ble material form, or in spirit form, that con- 
trols the actions and directs all thought, All 
differences of opinion between individuals or 
nations, originate in the mind, not in the 
heart, or the physical body. These functions 
are subject to the control of this force, and if 
the mind is subject to influences outside of 
itself, these forces should be analyzed by the 
power of reason, ere the intelligouce should be 
brought under subjection by the influences 
thus operating. It becomes a matter of im- 
portance to know what powers are thus opera- 
ling, and their objects and purposes. 

In the case under consideration, itis plain to 
be seen that the difference arises, not from in- 
fluences of a Christian or religious nature, but 
a greed for power. Men are finite, and 
whether they be priests or emperors, are liable 
to err; and when their religious sentiments are 
controlled by powers outside of the individual, 
iu becomes a question whether their professions 
can be trusted. In this case, instead of en? 
deavoring to bring the matter to an amicable 
adjustment, through reason, brute force is 
resorted to. 

In my comprehension of the nature of re- 
ligion, brute force forms no part of its true tle- 
ment or character, When the passions are 
aroused, reason is dethrone:!, and the devil in 
man assumes the ascendancy; the results will 
therefore be devilish, 

Can a more deplorable condition be con- 
ceived than that of the poor defenseless women 
and children, whose homes are outraged by a 
debased and wanton soldiery, their bodies 
living sacrifices to human lust and brutality! 
And yet, it is said that all this in defence of 
religious principles, for the protection of 
certain rites and ceremonies! 

Is it possible that good ean come out of such 
extreme measures? Is it possible that the 
Christians’ God demands such wanton bar- 
barity, in order to prove his love and kindness 
toward his wayward children? This is what 
is seen to be hourly transpiring. We, who are 
relieved of the physical form, are witnesses 
of the perpetration of crimes which would 
chill the blood of any being having the least 
sympathy for suffering. 

Upon this basis in the past, were the present 
religious systems founded, and their offspring 
follow most faithfully in the footsteps of their 
illustrious predecessors, While the shrieks of 
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outraged women, and the cries of defenseless 
children are ascending beavenward, the 
Christian world stands quietly oneoncerned, 
and by their actions stimulate the authors of 
such base crimes to further deeds of violence; 
andj we listen to the petitions of those filling 
desks called sacred, who invoke the God of 
battles to grant success, and crown with 
victory the arms of the invading foe. 

Difference of opinion, whether in matters of 
a religions nature, or political, is a right 
granted from the all-wise Father. It is natural 
for mankind to differ in mind. The construe- 
tion of the human organism is of such a na- 
ture that whether they wish it or not, differ- 
ences will arise. In these differences, man is 
sovereign, No power outside of him has the 
right to say—this is the path, follow it. The 
first attempt is an abridgement of man’s sov- 
ereignity, and the manor nation who arro- 
gates the authority to dictate, becomes a 
usurper. I care not in what department of 
life, the principle is the same, Actions often 
speak more plainly than words, and the nation 
or individual who assumes to dictate the course 
to be followed by another, becomes a tyrant 
in fact and deed. 

I am aware of the difficuity that has existed 
fora time between the Turkish government and 
a weaker power, but does that justify the 
resort to a merciless war? What are these 
differences? They are infringements of 
personal rights. The province of Servia had 
a right to their own form of worship, and 
therefore the Turkish government were the 
aggressors, But is there no method of adjust- 
ing religious differences, without resort to 
carnal warfare ? 

The religion taught in olden times,was an eye 
for au eye, and atooth for arooth. Where then is 
the difference between the Mosaic theory and 
that of to-day? Is not their position the same? 
Is there any more spirituality in sentiment or 
practice than was taught and practiced in the 
time of Moses and Joshua? Where then are 
the teachings of Jesus exemplified, and wherein 
has the world been bettered by the teachings 
of the Christian doctrine or principles? If 
Christianity does not teach morality, of what 
benefit is it to the world? If human passions 
are only held in check by the force of arms, or 
the power of law, of what avail is all the 
preaching and praying listened to every 
Sabbath, and repeated at intervals through the 
week, It is not necessary to go away from 
home to find examples. In the late struggle 
in your own land, scenes were enacted that 
will forever stain the fair name of your country, 
And yet the person Who should say that the 
United States was not a Christian bation, 
would be branded as a defamer of truth. 

Systems of morality, or religious theories 
that do not possess within themselves princi- 
ples strong enough to hold in check the pas- 
sions of men, or the tyranny of kings, are of 
themselves worthless as instructors, The ef- 
fect of war is to brutalize the feelings and 
sensibilities of mankind It changes the senti- 
ment of whole nations. All the tiner emotions 
are oyerwhelmed by the feelings that run 
riot in the individual, and in the life forces of 
the nation. 
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Although there may seem no good ground 
for adjustment of national difficulties that 
will arise, have men become so lost te moral 
sentiment that they cannot meet as brothers, 
and by wise counsel, adjust the differences ex 
isting, withont resort tọ the sword? If 
within the two thousand years that haye 
nearly passed, Christianity has not presented 
any better way to support her claims than bar- 
barous warfare, then as a System it is a failure. 

The nations that-are now struggling, are but 
opening the way to other complications, AIl 
the powers of the world are interested in this 
struggle, In your land a certain class are 
praying for the success of one side, and the 
downfall and destruction of another power, 
thus assuming to dictate to Infinite wisdom 
which is right, and which is wrong; a truly 
pitiable spectacle, to see the Christian world 
thus casting aside the principles of love and 
charity, and accepting the demon of violence 
instead, Millions of unfortunate beings who 
had no part nor lot in the matter, are thus 
made victims to satisfy the greed of arrogance 
and power. Aud in every edifice where men 
congregate to worship the Infinite Father, are 
heard the voices of those who claim to be his 
chosen seryants, Inciting Lo increased fury the 
heated passions of sectarianism. 

Is this a religion that should be spread over 
the land? Rather let it fall into oblivion, and 
something more in harmony with love and 
charity be sought for and adopted. It is not 
the mission of man to destroy his fellow man, 
but rather to assist to elevate him by education 
and example. 

But you ask, if Christianity is a failure, 
where are we to look for truth? And how 
many will believe me when I tell them where! 
And yet, tt is true that there is a way through 
which mankind tan learn of systems that lead 
not to violence. It is by consulting with those 
who have passed beyond the material influ- 
ence of life; who from their positions can 
rend the human soul, and reveal its secret 
workings. Man reads from the outer surface. 
He forms opinions from outside observation, 
and arrives at conclusions trom what appears 
to be the motives actuating others. The cover 
of a book may present unfavorable impres- 
sions, but if the pages are perused, sentiments 
beautifal and inspiring may be found therein. 

Lam not here at this time to write in favor 
of either power, for both are equally guilty of 
countless wrongs upon mankind, It has ever 
been thus, when the religious sentiment has 
been controlled by priestcraft; aud the bloody 
scenes like those now transpiring have been 
the result. What is the remedy? Let every 
person be their own highpriest aud king. Act 
upon the intelligence received, which comes 
through God's appointed channels. Every 
human soul is a channel through which good- 
ness, love and trath will flow, if not cramped 
and hedged up by designing men. 

To the advocates of Christianity is due the 
disgrace of those scenes which are now trans- 
piring. When the council of nations in spirit 
life were able to impress upon the minds 
of men in high position the necessity of a 
council composed of all nationalities, for the 
adjustment of national differences, and such a 


council met, the hosts of heaven chanted songs 
of praise and gladness, ‘There was a prospect 
that war might cease; but in an evil moment 
the wise counsels were forgotten, and the 
warning voice unheeded, and men again found 
pleasure in staining their hauds in the blood of 
their fellow men. And amid their Te Deums 
and loud hozannas they seized the spear and 
sword, and-went forth to obey the mandates 
of a kingly power, by destroying the innocent, 
and laying waste the goodly heritage of their 
brothers and fellow mortals. 

It has been my mission since passing to 
spirit hfe, to aid and assist the weak and de- 
fenseless, and in that capacity [ have visited 
the land of strife, to assist the unfortunate 
who are swept from your sight by the destroy- 
ing implements of warfare. Could the eondi- 
tions of these who come from sûch scenes to 
spirit life be presented to mankind, and they 
be impressed with its reality, there would be 
no more wars, no more bloodshed. The soul 
of mau would revolt from being the cause of 
so much agony and suffering, 

Much has been said in reference to the fate 
or destiny of mankind. It has been claimed 
that man forms his own destiny, This is trae 
in a measure, but not in all cases or conditions. 
When men are allowed the liberty of thought, 
and no power assumes to dictate a line of 
action or thought, then man forms his own 
destiny. And wader the like circumstances 
nations form their own destinies; but wheu the 
iron hand of despousm is placed upon the neck 
of mortals, man’s individuality is made sub- 
ject to the dictation of others, and circum- 
stances thus created form a destiny from 
which there is no escape, while in the physical 
form. The power which is thus applied, 
changes the being. The powers of mind are 
directed into unnatural channels, and the 
persons who are thus acted upon, are in a 
measure guiltless of the acts they perform. 
Nevertheless the law that has been violated, 
has its methods of redress in penalties that 
will be applicable to the guilty, 

While in this land dedicated to freedom, the 
voice of the people is supreme, forget not 
those nations who still bear the yoke of des- 
potism, with little or no hope of change, until 
the final change shall come, which will relieve 
them from the chains of despotism. Let your 
sympathies extend to those who are now 
suffering the privations of war. Bear in your 


petitions the defenseless and the orphan. They 
arë brothers and sisters, bound by ties that can- 
not be severed, for all nations are members of 
one family. The difference in sentiment is the 
result of education, and influences that act 
upon the mind and create an unnatural feeling 
which grows and obtains control, often turnin 
men into demons, when love and concor 
should reign. 

If a brother err in judgment, seek to con- 
vince him of his error. Do it in kindness, and 


‘in sincerity and love, Thus the star of destiny 


will ever gleam bright in the horizon of your 
hopes, a guide you in the path of duty tò 
higher realizations in the Jand to which you 
are all journeying. Be you American, Russian, 
or Mohammedan, the same laud stretches ont 
before you, when you have crossed the stream. 
Seek wisdom and inspiration from those who 
have passed to its shores, and who realize the 
effects of strife upon the spirit. 
Tuomas W. Dore. 
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THE LANGUAGE OF THE SOUL. 

The nationality of an individu 1 is fre- 
qiently known and determined by the form 
and method of speech ;—the manner of ex- 
pressing the ideas, To a practiced observer 
there is au unmistakable certainty that defies 
all attempts at concealment. These pecu- 
liarities are not always observable when ming- 
ling in the throng, bat when one is with a few 
chosen friends, the tongue finds a natural ave- 
nue for expression. 

There is a peculiarity in every soul life 
which is distinctively its own, and which will 
be always manifest, when it is allowed full and 
free expression. These peculiarities are not 
expressed at all times and places. Existing 
customs at times seem to forbid the expression 
of mucli that secks for utterance. Why is 
this restrietion in a land dedicated to freedom, 
where natural law has decreed that every per- 
son should receive protection in their religions 
ideas? And beit known thatthe language of 
the soul, when untrammeled, is always of a re- 
ligious nature. The fear of what others will 
say, compels too many to keep ‘within their 
own bosoms the words that alone could give 
peace anil comfort to the soul. 

There is a language of the eye that gives ex- 
pression to the mind quite as forcibly as words. 
There is a peculiarity of expression which the 
bands make, aud also other fanetions, The 
soul has a form of expression peculiar to its 
wants and necessities, with more avenues for 
expression than all other parts or functions of 
the human structure, The soul of man is the 
fountain of life to all other organs. The life 
of a man is the soul power that is ever seeking 
for expression. The body, which is the instru- 
ment, is worthless except for this parpose. It 
is the Lemporary home or place of shelter, not 
unlike the simple hat of the red man, but as 
the soul grows and expands, it requires a more 
extended habitation; bence the enlarged con- 
dition of the mentality, like the stately man- 
sion, with a variety of compartments, all fur- 
nished to meet the wants and necessities of 
the occupant. 

The soul of man is that part of his organ- 
ism which communes with the higher intelli- 
gences through the spirit as a channel, not 
through the outer form. When the soul 
enjoys high aud holy aspirations, the soul force 
alone is used. The physical form may per- 
chance bs engaged in the performance of 
duties natural to its sphere of life, but the 
soul may be holding sweet converse with the 
angelic hosts whose homes are far removed 
from the troublesome scenes of earth. 

Itis said that the tongue is the means of 
conveying ideas from one person to another. 
But it can be done without that organ. One 
person can, by writing, give expression fully 
as clear as another can by speaking. It is not 
necessary to haye articulation of sounds for 
the soul to hold communion with the Infinite. 
Silent meditation is the true language and 
form of expression used in communion with 
the powers that control and regulate human 
affairs, If Deity possessed attributes similar 
to mankind, it would be necessary to have the 
use of the vocal organs. But when He is 
comprehended in His true character, thongh no 


audible words be spoken, yet the Infinite ear 
can hear, and the Infinite soul feei the wants 
and needs of even the tender child. It is the 
communion of soul with soul that brings to 
mortals relief, when none but the all-seeing 
eye and the ministering spirits can come en 
rapport with the soul of the being. 

The spirit of mortals is the outer form or 
covering of the soul. No person can see the 
soul; the spirit form may be seen, anil often 
is by those who possess clairvoyant sight, but 
the soul never. Neither can mortal or spirit 
see or know aught of the Infinite soul only 
through outer manifestations. 

Mankind are like the flowers, and there are 
miny beauties even in the most unsightly, 
When you penetrate beneath the outer form, 
there is found the soul; and though vrushed 
and denied expression, yet it exists, and 
though compelled to remain dumb for u time, 
yet in the future, even the most oppressed 
will hold sweet communion with the soul 
life of the Infinite. 


A theory has been taught that man was by 
natare depraved and corrupt, and only by the 
interposition of Divine power and certain 
means of grace could this mass of corruption 
be healed, Is the soul debased, and the spirit 
defiled by coming in contact with the outer 
form material? ft so, then is nature’s econ- 
omy defeetive. When we examine man, wè 
do not find such a mass of corruption, as 
theology claims. 

It is true that men perform deeds and acts 
at variance with nature, But why do they? 
Because false to nature; and there must be a 
cause for this false position. The only one I 
ever knew was the theological teaching, of 
which it is the direct result. It takes man- 
kind away from themselves and nature, snd 
impregnates their minds with the delusive 
theory that they are helpless beings, und only 
by grace divine can their conditions he 
changed. Were this true, then indeed would 
mankind be objects of pity. 

Jesus paid it all, is a sweet sound for a 
spiritual bankrupt, -How many are willing to 
sit with folded hands and hope that some dear 
friend will come and help them breathe 
heaven’s sweet air. If their debts are paid, 
what care they by what method it is done. It 
is of little benefit to an individual to know that 
another has assumed the responsibility that 
belongs to them to bear, Does it heal the pu- 
trifying sores? Are they any more meu than 
before? Are they not worse off? Does not 
the performance of such an act, though in 
love, prove an injury to the person thus fa- 
vored ? Certainly, because contrary to nature. 

There is a certain status for each person to 
occupy. When they first enter the world of 
materiality, they are helpless, and a constant 
charge upon parents or guardians: Years 
must pass away before they can be of any 
use as citizens. What would be the effect 
upon the mind of the individual, were he 
taught that all the necessaries of life had been 
provided; that all bills had been paid in ad- 
vance? What would such 4 person’s Ife be 
worth to the world? Yet this is what theology 
is constantly teaching, in a moral and spirit- 
ual sense, “Jesus paid it all.” Is it any 
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wonder that the spirit world is full of spiritual 
bankrapts and paupers? — 

These festering sores that fill the moral a- 
mosphere with their offensive effluyia, are 
caused by those who in their ignorance and 
blindness teach the contiding soul that there 
is nothing for itto do, but to exclaim—Lord 
I believe, help thou my unbelief, Such absurd 
ideas are moral cancers eating into the soul 
life of the victims. 

Mankind are not naturally vile. There is a 
spark of gooduess in every soul, however de- 
praved. The mind force comes in contact 
with outward influences, and the soul is ever 
asking for a recognition of the powers which 
belong to it to exercise. The soit] feels the nes 
cessity oF work, The mind still adheres to the 
systems taught, and there is a conflict between 
the two. If there was a rational system of 
teaching, this struggle would not exist. If 
the mind force was edneated in harmony with 
the soul force of the being, the most perfect 
harmony would exist. 

The soul requires the spirit for a covering, as 
the spirit uses the physical form. If the soul 
is the measure of the man, it is the amount of 
soul possessed. The physical cannot limit the 
size of the inner man, but it is possible for the 
outer man to so compass the soul as to leave 
no avenue for its expression: It is often said 
that a person who could be jnduced to perform 
certain acts in violation of law, and against 
the recognized demands of a true life, has no 
soul. The soul exists, but its usefulness has 
been by a worldly selfishness, that lowers man- 
kind from their natural standard of nobility. 


Whenever there is mental oppression, the 
soul is forced to suffer. It is the inherent de- 
sre of the soul to be free. Every aspiration 
is for freedom. Hence the confliet between 
man and principles. The soul, through the 
spirit, is stirring the inner man to anton, 
making him bold to assert his individual rights, 
while theology forbids it. The soul of man 
ever responds to the soul of the Infinite, 
and if allowed the freedom which is its legiti- 
wate: right, the most perfect harmony in all 
the various conditions of life will be the 
result. 

Were men by nature depraved, little good- 
ness could be expected from them, for that 
would imply that the inner man was like the 
outer—of the earth, earthy. But who will 
dare assert that the soul, the seat of life, the 
germ of goodness implanted by the sonl of 
Deity, ean be otherthan pure? Tt is only the 
outer man that is affected by the corroding in- 
fluences of the material. The soul is ever 
seeking to throw off there conditions, but as- 
sociations and the intinence of education hold 
and eripple it in its expression, 

But in the future the soul of man will rise 
above the earthly conditions. When the ma- 
terial shall have grown feeble and the spirit 
strong, then will the soul rise to its proper 
sphere, and lead on to the paths of peace and 
holiness. 

Few men seem to realize the effeet of educa- 
tion upon the soul and spirit. The general 
custom is to care for the wants and necessities 
of the onter man, and much valuable time and 
treasure is spent for this; but when the educa- 
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tion of the inner man is demanded, little ef- 
fort is put forth, 

All that comes from the inner sonl life, if 
allowed free avenues of expression, will be 
pure and spiritual, Tt is the desire of the soul 
to be brought nearer the Infinite soul- As the 
infant craves the presence and smiles of the 
mother, so the soul of man is ever seeking the 
true, the pure and good. And the time will 

_ come when the struggling soul will find that 
rest for which it has labored long and earnestly. 
Perhaps not in the material conditions of life, 
but this is possible. And it is far better if the 
duties necessary for this experience are entered 
upon in the earthly. 

Ib is like laying the foundation of a struc- 
ture. Itis better to do it at the proper time, 
and when you have all the material necessary, 
you can then lay one stone upon another, and 
so cement them together as to make a founda- 
tion that will withstand alf the elements. This 
the soul asks of you, and beseeches you to do, 
knowing that in the future, if you labor 
earnestly, you will faint not, but will be re- 
freshed by the streams of love that flow from 
the Infinite fonndation, whose waters are 
sweet to the taste, and which make life in 
spirit one continual season of enduring peace 
and joy. 

T. Srahn Kine. 
— — 


THE IDEAL AND THE REAL, OR 
THEORIES AND REALITIES, 


The world of materiality is a world of theo- 
rien. Every man has a theory, but how few 
are reduced to practice. Each church organi- 
zation has a theory by which the world is to 
be remodeled, and made to conform to certain 
lines carefully drawn. The politician has his 
theories, by meaus-of which a marked change 
is to be wrought in the life and destiny of na- 
tions. 

Each person is sanguine of success, if his or 
her theory is adopted, for each one regards his 
own as the sole essence of wisdom. Much 
confusion aud turmeil result from so much 
theorizing, and so little of the practical. 

Generally speaking,mortals live two different 
lives. Now they live inaireastles,andagain they 
are brought to realize that they are inhabitants 
of an earthly sphere, which has its demands 
and requisitions upon them, Mortals are prone 
to follow the shadow rather than the substance; 
to live in the ideal rather than the real. These 
dual elements exist in man’s nature, and it is 
well that they do, but mun should have a bet- 
ter understanding of himself, and learn that 
the loftiest ideal may become the real, He 
should Urst be able to grasp the realities that 
demand his attention on the mundane sphere, 
and then he cau truly enjoy the ideal. 

The human form, though possessing divine 
attributes, is nevertheless an inhabitant of the 
world material. While oceupying that form, 
man is brought into closer relationship with 
the world of matter than with the spiritual 
elements, and in that state he belongs more to 
the material. But he should not devote all 
his energies to the acquisition of material 
wealth, If the true ideal of life were con- 
sidered, there would be a higher conception of 
its duties, and the mind, accustomed to reali 
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ties, would learn to look upon life with a 
deeper interest, 

Wherever only the ideal controls, in the 
mind, it gives a false color to all things, and 
naturally grievous disappointment mast result, 
But if there is a proper balance between the 
ideul and real, it brightens the heart when the 
storms of adversity beat from withont, and 
gives hope for a brighter condition. It does 
not then paint pictures in such a false light, 
but represents what is real, It is natural for 
man to theorize upon all subjects; and there 
is too little application of theories. When a 
theory is proven to be correct, it should be 
adopted, but when it proves delusive, it should 
be abandoned. All theories should be thorough- 
ly tested, in order to ascertain whether they 
are real or imaginary. 

This element of mind is divided into two 
general classifications in the human family; 
the imaginative and the practical, The for- 
mer live in the clouds, while the latter retain 
their relationship with the things of earth. 
Even the law of gravitation seems powerless 
to hold the first named at all times to a true 
recognition of things real. It is not in- 
tended that man shall dwell amid ethereal 
bodies, until he has a form adapted to those 
localities. It is evident that mankind were ex- 
pected to occupy positions on the mundane 


sphere, and while there to familiarize them- 


selves with what pertains to that condition of 
existence. Thus they become familiar with 
the realities, aud not the unreal, 

Men hay@a theory that all things are the 
work of God, special creations, the result of 
special decrees: This has the efect to lead 
the mind away from the realities of life. God 
never creates anything, not even man! Men 
create, devise plans, aud form conditions, and 
continual change may be observed in their 
works. The Infinite Power in man, and in na- 
ture, is the life force. Wherever life exists, 
there is Divine power manifest, and it is a 
reality. 


All natural productions, whether in animate 
form, or otherwise, are real, and there is no 
mistaking their Divine origin, nor can man 
successfully counterfeit them. Men are taught 
to look upon their surroundings ns special pro- 
ductions, instead of being taught that they 


are the result of natural law. Nor is thts 
alone the case in religious organizations, but 
in all phases of life; municipal, State and na- 
tional affairs are often referred to as Divine 
interpositions. This crentes a barrier to in- 
vestigation, and instils in the mind a willing- 
ness to be led by an invisible power, without 
questioning the result. 

Tt has been said that man proposes, but God 
disposes. If mankind knew more of Deity, 
they would not lay so many acts to his charge. 
When man learns to view Deity in his real 
character, he will refrain fromimportuning Di- 
vine asSistance in the furthering’ of schemes 
and projects that are of his own creation, and 
designed for personal benefit. This ideal con- 
ception of the Infinite enters into all condi- 
tions of life. Mankind have been educated to 
believe Deity au ever present servant, to do the 
bidding of mortals, or grant their requests in 
material affairs, The Divine presenco is in- 


ings, 


voked to guide the councils and deliberations 
of those whos: province it is to enact laws. 
But what a hollow mockery it is. It is the 
duty of the law-making powers to create new 
systems, which shall meet the emergencies of 
the present, and revise past enactments that 
they may be made applicable to the present, 
and serve as a basis for future enactments, 

Mankind alone possess the creating power. 
All things which emanate from the Infinite, 
come by growth, And the cause, though un- 
seen, is real, as the effect proves. Man changes. 
The sentiments entertained to-day are not 
found practical to-morrow, A person may be 
on the high pinnacle of fame to-day, and soon 
down in the deep shadows of forgetfulness, 
because the foundation upon which he built 
Was not real, 

Deity never makes any special interpositions 
for the benefit of any person, or in the interest 
of any class, The belief that he does, is the 
result ot education in the ideal rather than the 
real, It in the church, that which is unreal 
will be the object of worship instead of that 
which is real; and the manifestations of the 
life will show it. There will not be trae spirit- 
uality, but a desire for outward show, regard- 
less of what the life is. 

This is one cause of so many failures in Dusi- 
ness. Tho true basis is lost sight of, in the 
desire to be considered more wealthy, perhaps, 
than one really is. Past events in the history 
of many have demonstrated the truth of my 
statements, Two lives are thus often lived in 
one, The real life which one must live in their 
own secret consciousness, and the ideal life 
which is lived for others. 

The butterfly is beautiful, with its golden 
lipped wings, but its existence isof a transient 
nature, There are many human butterflies 
that float in the sunbeams of popular opimon, 
but when analyzed in the erucible of real 
worth, they are valucless. Surrounding con- 
ditions often bring out the real worth of an 
individual These may be regarded as special 
providenves, but if men studied the realities, 
they would see fewer special acts,and far more 
natural conditions, God works through con- 
ditions. Man cannot do differeutly. Whatever 
he does, or wherever he may be, conditions 
must govern. Tf he sail in a balloon, either 
real or imaginary, conditions will bring him 
to another earth again. 

The nearer man conforms to nature, the 
more real will be become, because natural, 
And the more natural, the more spiritual, The 
controlling power in nature, is spirit, and the 
nearer man lives to her requirements, the 
tearer he will be to the Infinite. It ia not ne 
cessary for spiritual development that all 
things of an earthly character should beignored, 
Rather try to spiritualize all thirgs around 
you. 

At times the surroundings of life are dark 
and forbidding in all their aspects and bear- 
Darkness and gloom are the effects, 
What are the causes? Do not aconse Provi- 
dence with dealing harshly with you, but see 
if there is not something lacking on your part. 
Have you furnished the necessary conditions 
through whieh the more pure and elevating in- 
fluences could come, It is frequently the case 
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that mortals fail to do this, and dissatisfaction 
is the result, Mankind naturally prefer the 
good things in life, but allare not inclined to 
put forth an efort to secure what they covet. 

There are many Spiritualists who would like 
to be known as truly spiritually-minded, but 
they cannot rise to that standard of human 
excellence, whereby trae spirituality can be se- 
cured. There is much surface Spiritualism, 
as well as surface religion of other kinds. The 
love of earthly treasures engages attention, 
while the spiritual elements are seeking for 
recognition. The individual is conscious of 
this, but so strong is the love of the transient, 
that it secures the mastery, while the real 
treasures are lost to view. 

The lives of vations are dual in their nature. 
There is the ideal and the real. Your own na- 
tional affairs are more or less affected by these 
conditions. Can Wwe not see wherein reform- 
utory ineasures could be instituted, and a more 
practical system adopted? Every party has 
more or less of elements or conditions,—one 
theoretical, the other practical. It is the 
theoretical that creates differences, When the 
safety of the nation is threatened, there is a 
consolidation of forces. The ideal is lost sight 
of, that the real may be secured and perpetu- 
ated, 

The late struggle affords an illustration 
The South had been educated w disregard 
the interest of their northren brethren, They 
cousidered themselves superior, if not in num- 
bers, in prowess, and had no hesitaney in in- 
augurating the struggle. The northern men con- 
sidered ther southern brethren inferior in num- 
bers and power of endurauce. When the con- 
flict druse, cach party was for a time engaged in 
an ideal warfare. They were above the maternal 
plane for a time, but when compelled to deal 
with realities, they soon began vo feel avertain 
degree of respect tor each other. It is so in 
all phases ol life. While the mind is inflated 
with the unreal, uo permanent advancement 
cau be made. It is only when the visionary 
ideas are replaced by ule real, that the mind 
expands, aud progress cau be made. 

l bave alluded to the piritual elements and 
conditions, aud l wish to consider those matters 
a little: 1 may not be considered much of a 
theological reasoner, but 1 hope vo make my- 
Bell understood. Spintualisay, tO be wecepl- 
able to the mass of mankind, must be imade 
pructieul. At present, Spiritualists are tuu 
much inclined to float above the material uni- 
verse, and do nut reach their fellow men. Tue 
possessi0n ol spiritual knowledge dues nol, or 
should uot enutie a person to withdraw trom 
the companionship ol others. 

The possession of mediumistic power is a 
natural inheritance for the benefit of all. Na- 
ture creates no barriers to exclude the honest 
investigator, If she has imparted medium- 
- istic powers to an individual, it is for practical 
purposes, that fruit may be gathered. But il 
you allow the tree to grow so tall that the 
fruit is beyond the reach of those who would 
gather it, they will be compelled to await the 
process of time when tbe frait may fall, But 
in that event, it often receives bruises that are 
detrimental Lo its preservation. 

Spiritualists should continue to reside in the 


The Olive Branch. 


material world, and make nse of their spirt- 
ual power to benefit their surroundings. One 
great barrier to spiritual progression, is the 
mpractivabiliy y of many Spiritualists, There is 
a class who, like wandering Jews, journey 
from place to place, with no visible means of 
support; they are no doubt possessed of me- 
diumistic powers, and perhaps are led by some 
spirit, as they assert; but what influence has 
such a character upon an intelligent com- 
munity? It is not a real, practical life. 

Spiritualism is a science, and is worthy the 
attention of the must scholarly in your land; 
but such minds naturally seek for realities. 
When such conditions ure demonstrated, it 
naturally attracts the intelligent. The perse- 
cutions so often referred to by Spiritualists, are 
more ideal than real. Mankind are willing to 
listen to a new doctrine if it is presented ona 
basis that can be comprehended. Itis folly to 
attempt to teach the science of astronomy to 
a person who bas not yet mastered the alpha- 
bet. Spiritualism is un instructor, and in 
order to be made instructive, it must be made 
comprehensible. The spiritual philosophy can- 
not be compassed in one article, or in one 
bom’s discourse. It is the philosophy of life; 
old, yet ever new; both theoretical, aud ever 
practicable when properly understood, 

The sir that is breathed inte the lungs is to 
give life to the body, and keep it in motion. 
It is to the body what steam is to the engine. 
You cannot generate steam by theory. You 
cannot keep the heart in motion by theory. It 
requires positive applieution of lile's forces, 
Those who represent Spiritualism should study 
to make all demonstrations clear and practical. 

There is too much floating through space, 
without chart or compass, by Spiritualists 
while they are dwellerson the mundane sphere, 
Do not be too desirous of leaving your old aš- 
sociations, Study to know more of the real 
in lite while in the material. It will be of inti- 
nite value when you pass to the wortd of re- 
alities. It is dificult. to float in space while 
encumbered with a material form. Rather 
study the law of conditions that you muy at- 
tract to you these who have preceded you to 
the world of spirit. Relieved of their oum- 
bersume bodies, they cujuy the pleasure of 
passing and rupussiug. Your flight would be 
but the thyht of taney, aud not being practi- 
val would produce ny lasting benefit, 

Let your daily fives be such that the world 
muy be convineed you have a reality. As 
Spantualista becomes Understood, its divine re- 
alities become the object iu life to be sought 
for. dis ministering servauts are even now 
journeying earthward, bearing the olive 
branch of peace aud good will lo maukind, 
The unreal in lite siuks vut of sight before 
the sunlight of truth, aud man unfolded to 
accept the truth, becomes the real savior of 
the world; for tis truth alone that can give 
peace, Truth removes the shadows that flit 
across life’s pathway, and opens the gateway 
to a higher lite in the world of realities. 

CHARLES SUMNER. 

Ang. 28; 1877. 
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SPIRITUALISM VS. THEOLOGY. 


If mankind are naturally vile, why should 
there be any solicitude for them, if the condi- 
tions are beyond the possibility of mortals to 
change? The vileness which exists is owing 
to the system of education in force. If you 
can make a man believe he is of no particular 
use to himself or the world, he will soon adopt 
the ideal and reduce it to practice. If you can 
convince a man that he is a valuable member 
of society, he will conduct himself in such a 
manner as to win the esteem and confidence of 
those with whom he is associated. 

If you can impress upon the mind force of 
the individual that he has a spiritual existence, 
separate and distinct from the material, you 
will lead the mind to inquire into the condi- 
tions of that existence. If you teach the child 
that no provision has been made for him, only 
what he can obtain by earnest labor, he will 
not sit with folded arms, but will be at work. 

The difference between the spiritual philoso- 
phy and theology is that one teaches that 
another has paid your debt, and the other says 
you must pay your own. Which theory will tend 
to develop the most complete manhood and 
womanhood? An answer can be had in the 
every day transactions of life. 

The spiritual philosophy, I aver, is the true 
method of unfolding all that is true and noble 
in human life. It places every man upon his 
own responsibility, and leaves him to work 
out his own salvation, And there are many 
in spirit life who have come up through great 
tribulation, having been compelled to contest 
their position step by step with the dogmas of 
theology. They are the victors. They have 
listened to the voice of the inner man, bidding 
them be true, be honest, to themselves, 

The person who follows the teaching of 
theology, cannot be true to himself, because at 
Variance with the Jaws of nature. Mankind 
arè children of nature, and if they would be 
true to themselves, they must recogmze and 
obey her laws. Theology ignores this, and by 
so doing ignores the teaching of the Ail-father, 
and therefore tends rather to curse than benefit 
maukind. 

The spiritual philosophy seeks to elevate 
mankind, and the only way to do this is to 
appeal to the spiritual nature of the being. 
The body cannot receive auy impression. All 
ideas must be received through the spirit, and 
this should be free to sanction or disapprove 
whatever is presented. How little spiritual 
freedom is enjoyed by mankind. The majority 
of men are strangers to it. Trey are deprived 
of communion with the spirits of their de- 
parted friends because theology denies the 
possibility. 

What will not theology deny? Did not 
the theology of that day, deny the mission of 
our Elder Brother, and nail his form to the 
cross? It has nailed to the cross every form 
of religious free thought that has sought 
avenues of expression, since time began. Do 
Spiritualists feel that any exception will be 
taken in your case? Not the least. Theology 
has labored to crucify Spiritualism ever since 
it became a recognized fact, nor will it cease 
as long as so many willing instruments are 
found whose only ambition is to live in favor 
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with the party which exercises the domina- 
ting power. Priesteraft in all ages has op- 
posed the revelations made from the spirit 
world, because it is the means whereby the 
mentality may be quickened, and the slave be- 
come his own master. The world is laboring 
under the burdéns of priesteraft and priestly 
rule, to-day, quite as much as when our Elder 
Brother began his mission on earth, Though 
the forms used to compel obedience differ, yet 
those in use now are quite as effective in the 
hands of a devotee of a blind religious de- 
lusion, 

The question for each one to settle, is 
whether they will be master of themselves, or 
bow in submission to the dictates of a power 
outside of them. The issue is before you. 
Would you be free meu and women, then as- 
ert your God-given powers, and repel those 
who would render you slaves to do another's 
bidding. The world must look to the spiritual 
philosophy for fulland perfect freedom. Only as 
the spiritual conditions of mankind are unfolded 
can there be scientific research, or the mystery 
of life be solved. Spirit is the soul of all 
things, and its voice is ever heard in opposi- 
tion to the limits of the material. Spiritual 
science enters into all the avenues of human 
hfe, bringing ont of the unknown realms of 
spirit power manifestations of the divine. Tt 
teaches man his proper position, and how to 
attain it, both in the material universe, and the 
spiritual world. 


Much of the sorrow that afllicts the human 
family, is attributable to the teaching that 
Jesus has done all that is necessary to secure 
their future happiness. If this be so, what 
cause is there for auxiety? What is the ne- 
cessity of religious revolutions or reformation ? 
In order to fully understand the effect of such 
teaching, it is necessary to reduce it to a 
material basis, for the spiritual nature of man 
is so subservient tothe material, that they do 
not have a full understanding of spiritual 
things. 

What effect would it have upon a man, to 
think that all debts he might contract would 
be paid by some person, provided he had full 


faith that it would be done, and felt sufli-| 


ciently thankful and grateful? Any person 
can see what the effect would be. It would 
degrade a man in his own estimation, and his 
life would be worse than worthless. 


How much more noble for every man to 
liquidate all claims brought against him, by 
his own hand. This is what every one must 
do spiritually. No one can eseape the results, 
It is the Infinite decree, that changes not, 

T, Sraun Kine. 


The spiritual growth of mankind does not 
depend wholiy upon what they hear, but upon 
the nse that is made of what is imparted. To 
accomplish the most geod to the greater num- 
ber, generalities, rather than specialties, should 
be adopted. The specialist, from the nature 
of that element in the mind force, soon becomes 
a being possessing but one idea, and often, that 
ideaat variance with what might be seen transpir- 
ing in nature around them. This condition may 
be observed among scientists, but where does 
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this specialty load ¥ Not into channels that bene- 
fit the masses, for strange as it may appear, all of 
the leading scientific minds of the sge enter- 
tain ideas wholly materialistic. The special 
theory eannor develop the spårituality in man, 
becanse it never reaches the sonl life of the 
being, but. as a specinity, deals with the ma- 
terial alone. Meéncë in my opinion, until the 
scientilic mind has become developed ap to a 
condition that they can accept the science of 
the soul and spirit, their teachings to the ma- 
jority of mankind will be detrimental. 
Denying the existence of soul and spirit, 
their theories are antagonistic to what the 
epiritual philosophy teaches and demonstrates. 
Hence, to present subjects wholly of a: scien- 
tifi character from spirit life, through media, 
would prove an injury to the spriritual growth 
of mankind, So far as science has demonstra: 
ted the facts connected with the subject of 
ereation, and the origin of man, a noble work 
has been begun; but so long as scientifie re- 
search takes niinkind no further than the grave, 
it would be Wetter to retain what the spiritual 
philosophy teaches than to change for uncertain- 
tities: All knowledge is scientitic in a degree; 
far better to seek first an understanding of 
what God and nature teach through and by 
philosophy, than to wander off into the unex- 
plored labyrinths of nature, that few minds 
are as yet capable of investigating even in part, 
W. M. R, 
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GEMS OF THOUGHT, 


—The devil never yet tempted a man whom 
he found judiciously employed.— Spurgeon. 

—The readiest and best way to find out 
what future duty will be, is to do present 
duty. 

—“Mrs, Henry,” said John, the other eve- 
ning, * Why are you like the devil?” And 
when she went for him with the needle he had 
hardly time to save himself by a quotation 
about “sowing tares;“ the other reasous he 
prudentially kept to himself. 

& St. Louis paper tetis a story of a dis- 
consolate widower who, on seeing all that 
was mortal of liis late wife lowered into the 
grave, exclaimed, with tears in his eyes, * Well 
I've lost gloves, I've lost umbrellas—yes, even 
cows and horses; but I pever—no, neyer—had 
anything cat me up like this,” 

—When the plagne raged in Athens, as do- 
scribed by Thucidides, the people gave them- 
selves np to franti dissipation. Tad it been 


in a Christian country it would have been the 


occasion of a religious fast. Thus every op- 
portunity that acts as a stimulus upon man, 
whether good or bad, arouses sleqping and 
often unsuspected passions, All such activity 
is according to the doctrine of Latent Forces. 

—W onderful as was the cure Christ wrought 
on the withered hand, he taught his diseyples 
that they shonld do greater works than these 
that he had done. Following the line of his 
mission and his great concern, his meaning, no 
doubt, was that there were moral deformities 
to be repaired, spiritual members of infinitely 
more worth than physical hands to be made 
whole, 


—Misfortune sprinkles ashes on the head of 
the man, but falls like dew on the head of the 
woman, and brings forth germs of strength of 
which she herself has no conscious possession. 

—A young man having puta crown piece 
into the plate in an Edinburg Church hy mis- 
take, instead of a penny, asked to have it 
back, but was refused, In once, in forever. 
“ Aweel, aweel,” granted he, “ will get credit 
forat in heaven.“ „ Na, na,“ ssid Jeems, the 
doorkeeper, * ye'll get erecht only for the penny 
ye meant to gie.“ 

ow our souls will live hereafter is not a 
greater mystery than how our bodies do live 
now. This world is not likea parlon in which 
we know all the furnitare and every corner; if 
it were, we might well shrink from death and 
think it u door opening out of the known into 
the fearfully unknown, Birth, growth, health 
und sickness, labor wearying the body and 
sleep refreshing it, food supporting it and 
poisons hurting 1t—of life in every way we 
cannot tell how it is. 

And yet there are persons who shrink from 
the future life, and some that do not believe in 
it because they cannot tell in what way it will 
be. They do not like to think ef death, be- 
cause it Opens inte mystery; while they them- 
selves are living in mystery, 

We are afraid of what will become of our 


‘souls; as though they could go anywhere else 


than to God.—Montford. 

—Power in any direction comes by the faith- 
ful use of obscurest abilities and opportuni- 
ties, and on their climbing the higher bounds 
of activity and usefulness. The divine life is 
no exception. However weak and beset witt 
impediments, through a watchful exercise of 
ull capacities, you may go from strength to 
strength until you stand at last a perfect man. 

We emphasize this point. No man is per- 
feet, who has not in active use every function 
of his being. So no one is spiritually perfect, 
who has not in lively activity every endow- 
ment of soul. Such. wholeness is the very 
meaning of Bible holiness, It is the true 
spiritual culture. Herein lies the necessity for 
probation. Perfect through the ordeal of 
most trenchant exercise! You must learn to 
follow every voice of duty—lay hold of every 
opportunity of nosefulness—keep hot every 
forge and swing every hammer, making for- 
ever the music of life's busy anvil. 

In the name of all that is pure, right, true 
and good, you must stand always ready to en- 
page every situation at a moment's warning 
to strike while the iron is hot, and make and 
keep it hot by striking, So will you have “no 
withered hand,” no anuséd and “latent force.“ 
“Whatever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.’ It is not written, “Talk out 
your own salvation,” nor wish it out—nor sit 
or sing or steal it ont, but work it out—work 
it out with fear and trembling as honest men: 
Our hands will not be trained for harp touching 
and palm-waving in heaven by being carried 
in Slings all through this world. 

They must be strengthened and enskiltod for 
celestial uses by the ordinary duties of earthly 
discipleship. When such conditions begin to 
be fulfilled in some of us, then “look úp, for 
the kingdom of heaven draweth nigh."—Reo. 
J. C. Bilman. 


The Olive Branch. 


The Olive Branch. 


PUBLISHED MONTHLY. 


—_ 
eee N. =x JANUARY, 1878. 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE OLIVE 
BRANCH. 


Tt devolves upon me again to express my 
gratitude for the generous support extended to 
our journal, Two brief years have passed 
away since we launched our bark upon the 
waves of a restless ovean. The mind force of 
mankind may truly be compared to the surg- 
ing billows. 

Our little vessel, freighted with precious 
truths to mankind, must of necessity ment 
these ever rolling surges; and most gallantly 
hasit weathered the storms of prejudice, so 
prevalent in the minds of those who are as yet 
strangers to the fact, that lite does not end at 
the grave, but continues after the physical 
form shall have moulded back to its mother 
elements. 

It was the desire to awaken a spirit of in- 
quiry in the minds of mortals that led us to 
enter this field of labor, and throngh the knowl- 
edge which we vould impart, assist in quieting 
the storm, and bring to earth that most 
precious boon, the positive assurance that we 
still live, and living, are in possession of all 
the powers we ounce possessed, 

Having passed the dreaded ordeal, that men 
call death, we are prepared to speak nuder- 
Btandingly of the vealitics of life in the land of 
the spirit. A few brief seasons have passed 
since I was an inhabitant. of your sphere, was 
one of you in all that pertains to the welfare 
of society and country. No person felt a 
deeper interest in the unfolding of the mind 
in matters of u spiritual nature. 

Passing to spirit life while my mind was en- 
grossed in the discharge of duties that de- 
volved upon me, in the position which 1 
then occupied; leaying the mundane sphere 
with all its beauties so attractive to my mind, 
I found myself an occupant of a higher sphere, 
differing somewhat in condition from the one 
I had formerly occupied, yet very similar, 

The natural activity of my mind could not 
find pleasure in idleness, hence it early became 
astudy with mehow toemploy my time in the 
best manner possible for the unfolding of my 
own spirit, and in giviug to mankind the facts 
of spirit existence. Though removed from 
your sphere of life, yet I was cognizant of 
What was trauspiring among mortals, 

The problem was how to -bring this knowl- 
edge to mankind in a manner that would be 
acceptable, knowing as I did, the prejudice 
that existed in reference to spiritual theories, 


what T expected to realize, until time had so 
far developed the mediumistie forces in man- 
kind, that the two worlds should have a 
natural line or channel of communication es- 
tablished, through the agency of those in- 
herent forces that have. been implanted in the 
human soul, but which a false system of educa- 
tion has blinded, aud [might say erystalized, 

I was pondering over these darkened con- 
ditions of human life, when my friend in spirit, 
Col. W. H. Reynolds, approached me, and re- 
vealed the fact of a channel being opened, 
where the elements tor a prosperous commence- 
ment existed. Iu connection with him and 
other spirits, I entered upon the task of con- 
trolling a human organism, that through this 
channel we might give to the world, as best we 
could, what was of so much interest and im- 
portance to mankind, 

The fact that we could communicate, would 
not benefit the world at large, unless means were 
employed to give to all the soul-inspiring as- 
surance that life with, all its possibilities was 
continuons. While we could transmit our 
thoughts and-idess, material means and willing 
hands and hearts must be found in the earth 
life to aid and assist us. 

Without going into a minute detail of all 
the circumstances attending our enterprise, 
let me say we found those who were willing to 
be used, and those who were willing to con- 
tribute of their means to spread the truth 
of our glorious phiiosephy, to all portions of 
your land. For two years baye we used 
liberally of their bounty, and through the 
means thus employed, hundreds of human 
souls have been led from darkness to light. Tt 
was the darkness of night that theology has 
for centuries caused to hang like a funeral 
pall over your tair and beautiful land, Many 
a sorrowful heart has been made to rejpice, by 
reading the pages of our paper. 

_ It has ever been our aim to give what could 
be comprehended by all, explaining the natural- 
ness of life. Instead of telling of a bourne 
from whence no traveler can return, we bring 
the assnrance and proof that death and the 
grave are but pearly gates ton heavenly state 
aud place of rest. 

Having thus far succeeded in our enterprise 
we look torward to greater triumphs in the fu- 
ture; and for that reason, I now appeal to all 
who have read onr paper in the past, to re- 
member that each one has a work to do. Those 
who would read, should remember those who 
ure used as instruments in cirouluting the glad 
tidings of great joy, cannot subsist, aud per- 
form their part of this needed labor, without 
that assistance which comes from the pocket, 
as well as sympathizing hearts. 

Through our suggestion, the price of our 


nnd especially in regard to the possibility of journal has been placed at a sum within reach 


the communication of spirits. 

I knew something of the philosophy of con- 
trolling a buman organism, but not as mach 
as it has been my pleasure to learn by experi- 
ence, The idea that has found embodimentin 
the control of human organism, has enabled 
me to give from time to time what has come 
under my own observation, of the realities of 
the two worlds as they exist. It was my de- 
sire to do this, but the possibility was beyond 


of all, and we trust that our efforts may be 
sustained, and the world benefited thereby. If 
all who claim an interest in spiritual unfold- 
ment, in the development of the mind, and in 
the growth of spiritual knowledge, will take 
the interest now, that when they come to spirit 
life, they will wish they had taken, thousands 
will respond to our call, and as a result, more 
light, more freedom, more knowledge will be 
experienced, upon which human hfe can only 
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rest in security aud peace, as embraced within 


the Infinite heart of all 
T. Srann Kiva. 


January 1, 1878, 
— —— 


WHAT NENT? 


We have never claimed to be a prophet or 
the son of a prophet, but what we did claim 
as “a safe estimate” of public opinion, in 
regard to the sentiments uttered by Col. 
Ingersoll, and which were unitedly assailed by 
the clergymen of Utiea, has been so fully veri- 
fied by the public expressions of the most clo- 
quent and influential ministers in this country, 
that we feel justified in declaring that our 
estimate” of public sentiment is not only 
fully sustained, but that the most radical, 
“infidel” utterances of Col. Ingersoll, have 
been re-echoed from the most popular pulpit 
in the land, and reaffirmed by the greatest 
living clergyman! 

In an editorial in the December number of 
Tue Orive Braxcn, under head of “Spiritual- 
ism in Utica,” referring to the enthusiastic 
manner in which the bold, manly declarations 
of Col, Ingersoll were received, we said: 

“We call attention to the fact ot the pro- 
gress in public sentiment plainly manifest by 
the enthusiastic manner in which the Colonel's 
most radical utterances were cheered! 

Between two and three thousand people 
were present. Mis fierce, eloquent denuncis- 
tion of the doctrine of endless n Was 
cheered to the echo! = 

With the Bible story of creation exploded, 
and the doctrine of eternal punishment 
abandoned with cheers, no wonder the clergy 
of Utica took fright!” 

Since writing the above, as our readers will 
observe in reading the extract we give from 
Mr. Beecher’s sermon, the gifted exponnder 
and best representative of modern theology 
stands shoulder to shoulder with the eloquent 
and popular lecturer of the West, as well as 
our own humble efforts for years, in declaring 
to the world that which Mr. Beecher now af- 
firms to be “the most hideous nightmare of 
theology!” 

From the * Amen corner” of the Church of 
humanity—broad and universal—wherein there 
is fullest liberty for “man, woman and child? 
Brother Ingersoll and oarself rise up and “ ex- 
tend the right hand of fellowship” to Brother 
Beecher, for his brave, earnest denunciation of 
theslogy’s “hideous nightmare.” 

But what shall we say to our affrighted 
brothers of the pulpit in Utica, who assuiled 
Col. Ingersoll’s views as “ blasphemous and 
infidel,” when denouncing “endless punish- 
ment, now that Brother Beecher has de- 
nounced it more fiercely even to the “swearing” 
against it; though considering the calling of 
Plymouths pulpits great light, the fiery sub- 
ject and bottomless object swore at, not in the 
least blasphemous, nor the reverend gentleman 
in any sense a blasphemer! 

What will the clergymen say who denounced 
the idvas of the intidel? Brethren, you are 
in a predicament. We sympathize with you. 
It is not the fault of “Col. Bob,” this time. 
You are respectfully invited to turn your pions 
telescopes from Peoria, III., to Brooklyn, N. V. 
—from the lyceum platform to the mightiest 
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pulpit in the land. Your pulpits rang with 
loudest reports of all the ammunititon your 
“small arms” could carry, pointed at the baek 
of the great infidel, after he was entirely out 
of range or reach. Now turn your guns upon 
Plymouth Pulpit, face and fire upon one of your 
own number, if you have the courage, becanse 
of his “infidelity and blasphemy l“ Dare you do 
it? We shall see! 


— —— 
MRS. LOUISE M. KERNS IN CTICA. 


This talented medium has been spending a 
brief time at Utica, N. Y., and visiting some 
of the surrounding towns, giving her ballot 
tests; a phase of medimship in which she ex- 
cels. Through the manifesfations of spirit 
power and intelligence, which occur in her 
presence, many sad and lonely hearts have 
been made to rejoice. Skeptics and material- 
ists have witnessed with wonder and amaze- 
ment, the accuracy by which those supposed 
to be dead have demonstrated the fact that 
they still live. The most skeptical have heen 
compelled to acknowledge the existence of a 
power, hitherto unknown to them; the ma- 
terinlist, who claims that all power is centered 
in matter, and the grave the end of all there 
is to man, have had their foundation swept 
away, and though reluctantly, yet, have they 
been compelled, to acknowledge the fact of a 
power, superior to and able to penetrate mat 
ter and give expressions of an intellectual 
character, which indicate the presence of mind 
powers, not found in material substances. 

There is à peculiarity with this medium, not 
found in those who practice their profession 
solely for the love of gain. All her manifes- 
tations bear the unmistakable evidences of 
honesty, her ladylike deportment, ander the 
most trying circumstances, carries conviction of 
the powers she possesses. At every seance 
given in Progressive Hall she has added new 
laurels to her already world-wide reputation. 

Such mediums are beneficial to the cause of 
Spiritualism, and are truly the world’s saviors. 
Through her manifestations, are given un- 
mistakable proof of the immortality of the 
soul, One seance with Mrs. Kerns under 
favorable conditions, will do more to establish 
the fact of spirit existence and conscionsness, 
than all the theological sermons ever delivered 
upon this planet. Wherever she may go after 
her labors close with us, she will bear with her 
the love anil esteem of all who have witnessed 
her manifestations in Utica. 
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VOICE OF TRUTH. 


We have received a copy of à paper bearing 
this title. We feel to congratulate, and cX- 
tend the right hand of fellowship to our 
worthy sisters, and bid them God speed. The 
fields of usefulness are growing each year 
broader, and we welcome such earnest labor- 
ers as Sister Schindler and her lady partner, 
Having a slight acquaintance with Mrs. 
Schindler, we can recommend to the reading 
public, any article from her pen, as coming 
from a soul touched by the fingers of inspira- 
tion from the higher spheres, Let all who can, 
subscribe and aid in the good work. 

Address 206 Union St., Memphis, Tenn. 


The Olive Branch. 


THIRD EDITION READY. 


We have been obliged by the large and con- 
tinned call, to publish a third edition of the 
address delivered before the Progressive Hall 
Society, Sunday morning, Nov. 18, 1877, 
through the mediumship of A. A. Wheelock, 
in pamphlet form for general circulation. For 
the benefit of the clergy and others, a few 
thousand were seattered broad-cast over the 
city of Utica, 

The pamphlet contains the able address of 
T. Starr King; the challenge of A. A. 
Wheelock to the elergy of Utica, to discuss 
the ideas which they unitedly assailed in Col, 
Ingersoll’s eloquent lesture; aud a ringing 
poem from spirit Edgar A. Poe, entitled, “The 
Tramp of Freedom,“ given through the me- 
diumship of David Jones in the mechanical 
control of his arni. 

The pamphlet will be sent postage paid 


Herr.. drs 
3 Copies . *** LO OUP, 
LO * j verse La CUR 
ay ae 20 GUS: 
//” ͤ (d 
100 „ 55 50 Cts, 


Friends of free thonght, free speech, and a 
free religion, this is an excellent campaign 
document, which ought to be scattered far 
and near, Get them and spread them round 
among your neighbors and friends. 

Address Orive Bussen, Utica, N. V. 

70 
SPIRITUAL CONVENTION 
VERMONT. 


The Vermont State Spiritualist Association 
will hold a quarterly mass convention in II. 
M. Brace’s Hall in Waterbury, on Tuesday, 
Saturday and Sunday, January 18,19 and 20 
Board at the hotel for $1.00 per day. 

Arrangements have been made with the 
Central Vermont, Connecticut and Passumpsie 
River, Montpelier and Wells River, and Wood- 
stock Railroads, to furnish free return checks 
to all passing over their respective roads, and 
paying tull fare to attend the Convention, 
Also, the line of stages ranning north from 
Waterbury will carry lor fare one way. Speak- 
ers and Mediums are specially invited to attend. 
Waterbury being a central point, and amply 
provided with hall and hotel accommodations, it 
is hoped and expected there will bea large ai- 
tendance. Let us have a general re-union, that 
we may brighten the liuks in the chain of 
friendship and fraternity; and if there is any 
seeming difference in modes, let us be but one 
in spirit. In addition to our home talent, Dr. 
T. B. Taylor, author of “Ol Theology turned 
upside down,” is engaged to be present on the 
occasion, Among Lhe most celebrated leo- 
turers now before the people, Dr. Taylor 
stands the equal if not the superior. Like all 
the great lights in literature, science, philoso- 
phy and religion, he hax come up from the peo- 
ple—the common people—a selfmade mun. 
The press has noyer failed to speak in the 
highest terms of him as a lecturer, and his 
name stands alongside of Theodore Parker, 
Higginson and Frothingham. In addition, Dr. 
Taylor has a large collection of physical phe- 
nomena as illustrations of the facts of our philoso- 
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phy, the results of nine years patient and care- 
ful investigation. With the array of talent 
that will be present, we may reasonably hope 
to have such a gathering as Central Vermont 
never witnessed. “Come one, come all,“ and 
show the people we are in earnest. 


Z. GLAZIER, Seeretary. 
Gouldsville, Dee. 20, 1877. 


never 


—There isan ugly kind of forgiveness in 
this world,—a kind of hedgehog forgiveness, 
ot ont like quills. Men take one who has 
offended, and set him down before the blow- 
pipe of their indignation, and scorch him, and 
burn his faults into him; and when they have 
kneaded him sufficiently with their fiery fists, 
then—they forgive him,.—Beechor. 


— ee 


THE HIDEOUS NIGHTMARE OF 
THEOLOGY. 


Öne of the strongholds of theology has 
again been assailed ! The blow this time was 
from within, not from without. The doctrine 
of endless punishment has received a deadly 
thrust. It was not given by that „ blasphe- 
mous infidel,” Col Ingersoll, of Peoria, III., 
but by Rey. Henry Ward Beecher, the sage of 
Plymouth Pulpit; the most gifted, renowned, 
and foremost clergyman in America, if not in 
the world. 


Of course there is a quaking among the 
dry bones of theology, at this fierce assault of 
one of its main pillars, from one of their own 
number, but it is one of the healthful signs, 
that the sacred leaven of free thought and a 
true spirituality is working in the minds of 
men, and will yet blossom and bear fruit 
abundantly, 


The following extract from Mr. Beecher’s 
sermon, which we take from the N. F. 
Times of December 19, will show how com- 
pletely he disposes of, theology’s “bottomless 
pit.” \ 


Mr. Beecher’s text, yesterday morning, was 
the ninth verse of the first chapter of 
Ephesians, and the theme of his discourse was 
tlic background of mystery which. surrounds, 
or rather obscures, all attempts to teach or 
understand the attributes and uature of God. 
Men mast learn these things by their own èx- 
perience, and, in illustrating the difference be- 
tween God and man, he said that man’s es- 
sential faculties are precisely similar to those 
of God, and differ only in degrees, just us the 
child of four years, sitting on bis father's knee, 
has the same powers of reasoning as his father, 
only that power in the father is matured, while 
in the child it is weak and obseyre, A man 
would not hold a candle out of the window 
and say it was sunrise, aud yet the same light 
and the same warmth exist in the candle that 
exist in the sun, though in an immensely dif- 
ferent degree, Speaking of the Trinity, Mr. 
Beecher said that he believed there were three 
persons united in one God-head, but if any 
one should ask him why he believed it, he 
should tell him frankly that he did not know 
anything about it, only that it was easier to 
believe that whieh he thought coincided with 
the doctrine of the New ‘Testament than to 
contradict it, But he could not attempt to 
explain it. Orthodoxy says that men must be- 
lieve in the Trinity or they cannot come into 
the Church. That is called orthodoxy, but he 
called it heathenism. It is not an easy thing, 
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said Mr. Beecher, for an honest, conscientious 
man to know just what to preach and what 
not to preach, A man who values morality, 
and who ha the good of his fellowman at 
heart, cannot be careless as to the things he 
ought to teach. Mis own head had often 
recled, and his mind had been greatly troubled 
when he reflected upon his responsibility in 
this matter. It was no easy matter to re- 
move the rotten timbers and replace them with 
sound ones, and not stop the voyage of the 
ship. It was said that Adam was created per- 
fect. Tt was also sara that Adam sinned, and 
that in consequence of that sin, the whole 
human race fell, The human race had existed on 
the earth for thoustuds and thousands of years, 
and had gone on propagating and pola 
ing, notil all the waves of the ocean which had 
rolled in upon the shore during those centuries 
did not contain drops enough, nor the sands 
of the sea particles enough, not all the figures 
of the arithmetic numbers enough, to compute 
the preface, to say nothing of the body, of 
the great history of the human race, The 
numbers of ths human race were actually be- 
youd computation, and for thonsands and 
thonsands aud thousands of years they bad 
been born into the world, had lived, and 
struggled, and finally died, and gone where— 
where? “If yow tell me that they bave all 
gone to heaven, my answer will be that such a 
sweeping of mud into heaven would defile its 
purity, and I cannot aceapt that. If you tell 
me that they have gone to bell, then I swear 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, whom I have sworn 
to worship forever, that you will make an in- 
fidel of ine. The dostrine that God has been 
for thousands of years peopling this earth with 
human beings, during a period three-fourths 
of which was not illuminated by an altar or a 
church, ind in places where a vast population 
of those people are yet without that light, is 
to transform the Almighty into a monster more 
hideous than Satan himself and I swear by all 
that is sacred that I will never worship. Satan, 
though he should appear dressed in royal 
robes and seated on the throne of Jehovah, 
Men may say, ‘you will not go to heaven? A 
heaven presided over by suchen demon as that, 
who has been peopling this world with millions 
of human beings, and then sweeping them off 
into hell, not like dead flies, but without takin 
the trouble evento kill them, aud gloating aan 
laughing over their eternal misery, is not such 
a benven as I Want ta goto, The doctrine is too 
horrible. I eannot believe it and I won't. 
They say the saints in heaven are so happy 
that they do not mind the torments of the 
damned in hell; but what sort of saints must 
they be wha could be happy while looking 
down upon the horrors of the bottomless pit? 
They don’t mind—they’re safe—they’re happy! 
What would the mother think of the 16 year old 
daughter who, when her infant was lying dead in 
the house,should come singing and dancing into 
the parlor, and exclaim, Oh! Pm so happy 
mother! I don't care for the dead baby in the 
coftiin!? Would she not be shocked? And so 
with this doctrine; and by the blood of Ofrist I 
denounce it; by the wounds in his hands and 
his side, Tabhor it; by his groans and agony, 
I abhor and denounce it as the most hideous 
nightmare of theology.” 


—e — 
{Written Inepirationally forthe Mabrom avy Davanean,) 
THE STRONGHOLDS OF ORTHO- 
DOXY, 
By Tuos. WALKER. 


To one whose mind has imbibed the conta- 
gious freedom of the nineteenth century, and 
who has been baptized in the flood of restored 
science and renovated spiritual liberty, it is a 
matter for concern and wonder that the human 
mind should be so loth to relinquish error 
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and so backward at accepting truth when itis 
presented in its sweet and native nakedness, 
A mind formed, based, and cultured in an hon- 
est conscience, eannot but imagine that 
other minds should aot from common motives, 
and with the same incentives give similar re- 
sults. This, however, is found not to be the 
case, and ignorance and folly, vested interest 
and power, are ever ab war with reform and 
progress, truth and justice. The fact that er 
ror is so popular and superstition so strong, 
evidence powerful and subtle causes at work 
somewhere, In order to remove the delete 
rions effects everywhere visible around us, to 
destroy the baneful results of medieval theol- 
ogy and Pagan Chrstianity—to banish frou 
our midst the pestilential atmosphere, the 
moral degradation, and the spiritual bondage, 
stifling the breathing of man’s divinest natare, 
and cutting at the very root of progress,—we 
must deal with their causes and repair them. 
We have in the past too much neglected them, 
and depended for onr success in making prost- 
lytes, upon the beauty of our philosophy, the 
indisputable evidence we have furnished in its 
support, and the cold but potent reasoning of 
its adherents, These are all well in their 
place, and as necessary for true conviction to 
the matured mind as the sun is to effalgent 
day. But permit me briefly to point out some 
of the subtle causes leading to the permanent 
and popular success of orthodox error. 


I will use for my illustrations the Roman 
Church, the mother of Orthodoxy in all its 
manifold forms and divisions. It commences 
practically with the knowledge gathered by cen- 
turies of experience of buman nature. Know- 
ing well the heart of man, it has taken advan- 
tige of every weakness to ensure its own pow- 
er, There is not a sense in man that in exer- 
cise gives him pleasure, but meets with gratifi- 
cation in his religion. Every opportunity is 
taken advantage of to strengthen the power of 
religious association, such as connecting days 
with certain religions observances, and associa- 
ting certain acts with periodical devotions. 
Reverence and réspect are inspired by the self 
denial, celibacy, and profound learning of the 
priests, in comparison with the ignorance of 
the people. Awe, wonder, and undying ad 
miration are induced by the finest edifices, the 
most gorgeous, romantic, and magnificent of 
architectural achievements of mediseval and 
modern times. Obedience and submissive piety 
are the results of the unmistakable power in 
possession of the priesthood, Enthusiasm is 
chiefly the child of position, it being advanta- 
geons to no slight degree to exhibit zeal when 
wealth, honor, respect, and powers political, 
social, and religious, are to be gained thereby. 
Devotion is called forth by playing upon the 
same faculties, the religious sentiments, that 
are either latent or active in all men —the same 
organs that in exercise make the Hindoo sing 
Vedec hymns, the Greek to immortalize his 
deities, the Saracen to worship Allah, and 
Christendom its Christ, and the truest man, 
humanity and God. These attributes are un- 
dying, and but change as to their associations 
as man is ignorant or wise, 

But in addition to all these devices, which 
are sufficient to ensure the continuity of a 
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Church, there are other methods employed to 
preserve the superstition of the past intact in 
the present, On the Sabbath morn the parish 
hells chime out their merry tunes, aud the 
joyest peal sends the music of the ancients to 
the ears enraptured by the sound. The still 
stimmer morning, the air laden with the frag- 
rance from the rose, the butterenp, and dhisy ; 
the chirp ot the lappy robin, the song of the 
high-soaring lark, the flutter of the thrush as 
startled from the hedge it gives a shrill and 
pensive note; the brook that ripples through 
the dell to the music of its own murmurs 
and whispering of the neighbouring trees, all 
remind one ot, and are generally associated 
with, the sunny days of childhood, when the 
Church was a Sunday luxury, In Church the 
organ shakes the roof and very spires with its 
mysiérious tones and makes one tremble at its 
powers; the stained-wlass windows take the 
mind a-wandering, and as the sunbeams through 
them steal revealing the scenes and characters 
there depicted, we are with Jesus on Mount 
Olivet, with Peter in his prison, with Mary at 
the tomb, or more probably with Simon in a 
trance or Joseph in a dream, The halt-sang 
Dominus vobiscum trom the priest, the rendi- 
tion cn the organ, the anthem from the choir, 
combined with the robes, ceremonies, and con- 
duct of the pistor, the fleeting, flitting, gowned 
group of boys assisting in the performance, 
completely intoxicate the intellect and senses 
and drown the voice of reason, Then the good 
father may lull and soothe his hearers, exbort 
them to practical faith and their duty to the 
Church, Ile may mise their sympathies by re- 
lating the stories of oft-repeated martyrdom of 
the saints and fathers. He may indoctrinate 
them as he pleases, for they cannot resist his 
shetorie or raise one dissenting voice to what 
he says, The sweet smell from the altar hath 
sacrificed their judgment, aud the light from 
the flickering tapers has blinded their per- 
ception, 

Tue Sabbath passes and saints’ days, fast days, 
and feast days tollow, into the spirit of which 
the good Catholic enters. New ceremonies, 
imposing, grand, and incomprehensible, crowd 
themselves one upon the other, and he who 
Witnesses is filled with awe and fear, followed 
by devotion. In the dizzy whirl of form and 
ritual—this giddy display of meaningless ne- 
tiou and scenic effeet-—who can stop for a sin- 
gle moment and think? Who, in witnessing, 
ean ask the origin of all these? It is thus that, 
unquestioning, we accept these rites and trust 
all dogmas. 

And is not heresy guarded against most 
effectually ? The confessional terrifies the 
weak-minded, and prevents all investigation 
into forbidden realms, The fear of excommu- 
nication, from such a formidable luxure, gives 
reason shackles, and conscience the erndle. 
And in the past more than mere excommunica- 
tion wus to be feared. The fates of Bruno and 
Hypatia, the banishment of Nestor, Arius, and. 
Pelagius, the imp isonment of Galileo, the 
excommunication of Copernicus, the Spanish 
Inquisition, and the massacre of St. Barthole- 
mew, are undying lessons of what the Charch 
in her power had done when insubordination 
had beeu manifested; and she stands over the 
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minds of the ignorant throug, like clouds ready 
to burst again, or like the sword of Damo lex 
threatening to cut the thread of safety if oben- 
sign should demand it, And even outside of 
the Roman Church the same spirit m the past 
has been manilest, Servetus burned and 
witches hanged. The Puritan history is one 
of persecution and tyranny, But these matters 
are in the past, and the feclings of revenge, 
hatred, and cruelty that were fostered in the 
breasts of such men as Calvin, Ber, Knox, and 
Melanethon, however vodil in other respects to 
those who diffured from them in belief and 
religion, have little effect or weight on the 
minds of the men of the nineteenth century: 

In our day the Church is maintained and 
perpetuated by its inherent charnis—wealth 
and power; not by ihe fear of persecution by 
its members, though this is a factor in giving 
it security, for it requires no small share of 
boldness und force of character ty break forth 
from its ties and then to submit to the snverme 
laugh, the sarcastic ridicule, and the unprofita 
ble contempt of your friends, and those upon 
whom for your worldly comfort you are de- 
pendent, and who henceforth give you the 
cold shoulder, 

Above all that I have mentioned, before 
which the oracle is powerless, or in comparison 
to which priesteraſt is us nothing, and to which 
the Charch is wide awake, is the education of 
the young. Mythology, theology in its pagan 
form, ceremonial religion—eall it by whatse 
eyer name you will—is wonderfully adapted to 
the young; its strange and glittering practices 
dazzling nud narrowing their mental vision, 
and its teachings moulding their characters. 
At an age when all the populace of earth were 
children, priesteraft had its rise, and childhood 
is its happy season of success, If man hal 
never grown—il his faculties had never un- 
folded in the beneficent adjuncts aud products 
of civilization—if we had forever remained the 
children of the Aim mythio azes, in the twilight 
of the workl—we sever should bave bad a 
Socrates or Buddha, a Jesus or a Mohammed, 
a Lueretius or a Celsus, who dared to riss from 
the traditions of the times, What means the 
tlanior for the Bible in the sehools, payer- 
meetings for the young, anil the attention paid 
to the youths of the ri ing generations? Tt has 
to my mind an ominous meaning, aud says in so 
many words, Give us the young and you can 
take the rest? It the orthodox world eould 
only carry out their scheme of having thy kec- 
warand religions trainings combined then they 
would make al genuine knowledge sub-ervient 
to faith avd religion, iid would retard crue 
knowledge as much ax possible, or, if giving 
information or instruction upon such topics 
as history, science, or reform, would make it 
appear that they were all derived from and de 
pendent upon the priestly order and oriental 
theocracy, thas iving religion a supremacy. 
Does anyone doubt this? If so, let him bat 
study the lessons of the past, and judge the 
present by the light of experience, Examples 
are net so remote that we may presume with 
safety that the motives of men have changed 
in our day. Still we have a vast army of 
priests to keep, of clergy to support, and 
peripatetic parsons to feed and clothe; aud all 
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this depends upon gur submission and belief, 
as well as their continued power over us. It 
would be folly to say that they cannot recog- 
hize this fact, and it is with something akin to 
fear that they witness every innovation npon 
the old path, or see the workings of reform. 
Every outspoken voice, every liberal paragraph 
in our newspapers, every spiritual rap, means 
diminishing tithes, fewer churches, and poorer 
preachers. But fet us withdraw our support. 
and there is scarcely one who will continue the 
work asa labor of love. The fact is, religion 
is remunerative, for gur indulgences are many. 
Then what are the priestly orders to do të 
make sure of their livelihood in the future, and 
to bequeath a remunerative profession upon 
posterity ? Simply to recrnit the ranks of Or- 
thadoxy from the young, and to mould the 
minds of the plastic to their own liking. 

Now what ace we to do—for surely our love 
for humanity will not allow us to remain idle 
whilst so much tyranny is on every side, and 
so many of our brothers and sisters are im. 
veigled into the hopeless shares of error and 
modernized superatition ? Louder than the 
methodistic ery of “What shall Ido to be 
saved P” onzht our cry to be, What shall we 
do to save others?” As I said in the beginning, 
we must get at the roots, at the causes, the 
strongholds of Orthodoxy, Keep our chil- 
dren from their Sunday-schools, and give them 
(the children) the wholesome Lyceum. Let us 
have education compulsory, free, secular, and 
mnsectarian, How often have I known fami- 
lies where the parents were Spiritualists, nud 
all the children promising well for Catholics 
or Protestants in some form or other, attending 
Sunday-school every week? And yet these 
Spiritualists talk glibly about the abominations 
of priestly rule. Ob! conststency, thou art a 
jewel! How many times have F found Spiritual 
ists who avowed Spiritualism the loudest, 
having a pew in church, paying regularly in its 
support, and yet could not afford to-subseribe 
to a spiritualistic journal, or purchase good 
progressive literature ? 

Spiritualists in many instances are stingy. 
cowardly eclectica, who having got whit they 
want, cease all worry abont anyone éle, II 
they hal half the enthusiasm our Methodist 
brethren have, we could reform the world, 
armed as we are with trath, in less time thay 
we now spend in talking over it If they 
were half so liberal us the generality of relig 
ionists, we should have fonds to carry on onr 
joorn ds, bald schools, and disenvnate useful 
literature. There are of course in our rauke 
some of the most unselfish and hard-working, 
who lend influence, labor, and funds to thy 
cause, but the majority stand by and watch 
the willing hands du the work. 

Into the tiell, all of you! Get lecturers, and 
erect comfortable halls, ITave nim-ie and sọ- 
cint enchantinents in your services, not copying 
from our orthodox brethren, but Living adorn 
ment to the miod by methods more in keeping 
with modern advancement avd progress, 
Take hold of the young aud train them to 
think freely for themselves, neither thinking 
for others nor allowing others to think for 
them. Let every Spiritualist be a worker, fear- 
less yet loving, aud soon we shall reap an abun- 
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dunt harvest: error shall ramble like an earth- 
quake, aul the ghost of Orthodoxy shail be 
tail. 
Sidney, Australia, August 12th, 1877. 


The preceding article, copied from the Me 
dium and Day-Break ot London, presents 
many idens it would be well for Spiritualists 
of America to consider. It is a recognized 
fret that in the young are found the elements 
necessary to the growth and future prosperity 
of the race. The Catholic denomination, more 
than all others, grasp this growing power, and 
utilize it, moulding it alter the designs of 
priesteratt, and in harmony with the teachings 
of their religious systems. It this becomes 
the foundation upon whieh the Catholic Church 
rests, Delusive and degrading as it is to the 


intelligence of mankind, yet valusble lessons 


may be gathered therefrom, which Spiritual- 
ists should study and profit thereby. 

If the spiritual philosophy affords such 
sweet satistaction to the adult mini, does it 
nut possess equally the same elements to feed 
the young? Ii instructive to the child of ma 
ture years, is there not reason to believe the 
child of tender years muy receive benefit trom 
being made familiar with its teachings and pre- 
cepts? Spiritualists, asa class, seem to think 
that it is only for the grown child that spiritual 
revelations are given; and acting in accord 
with the idea, thoy feast their hungry souls 
on the delicacies, and give their ehildren the 
tasteless husks, that cau never afford satisfac- 
tion to the soul, nor food to the mind. It is 
time Spiritualists began to take some definite 
action with reference to the young, to 
shield them from the infiuence of Ortnodox 
and Cathoie teaching. This canbe easily done, 
by placing in their hunds, spiritus! books aud 
papers, giving them opportunities to study and 
learn what the spiritual philosophy teaches, 
thus laying the foundation for a spiritual man- 
hood and womanhood that shall blossom into 
beauty as they grow in years and intelligence, 
There is a manifest lack of interest among 
Spiritualists, in reference 10 sustaining publica- 
tions, thst ure issued in the interest of 
our philosophy. There are far too many who 
love to be ted, but who shirk the responsibility 
of sustaining those who present than with the 
nevessary means whereby they learn of the fu- 
ture lite, ami listen to what is given from those 
who have passed beyond the vail. Ts this just- 
toe? It the spiritual philosophy affords šo 
panoh comfort and lage, shonld not the chan- 
nels throagh which these messages come, re- 
ceive d fair compensation for the time and 
means employed in preparing this food tor dis- 
tribution ¥ Let every Spiritualist ask themselves 
when feasting upon the rich truths placed be- 
fore them, am I duing my duty in not lending 
to those who are used as instruments, my sym: 
pathy, and an equivatent in more substantial 
meaus, that their hearts may be strengthened, 
and their souls refreshed, by seeing that their 
feeble efforts are appreciated? If every Spirit- 
unlist will take this matter home and ponder it 
over in their own mind, spiritual publications 
will not sicken and die for want of support, 
nor the cause stand shivering on the brink of 
a dishonored grave. 
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. 


It has been said that knowledge is power. 
Admitting the adage to be true, we are led to 
ask, of what benefit is knowledge if not wisely 
applied? If considered a power, we are led to 
make further inquiry whether at all times a 
perfect balance is preserved, that, in its appli- 
cation, benefits may result. 

Knowledge does not always imply the pos- 
session of wisdom, and must not be mistaken 
for that element. If knowledge gives power 
we desire to make the further inquiry whether 
at all times wisdom is displayed in its manifes. 
tations. Power without wisdom to guide and 
direct its application, becomes a destroying 
element. If it is the result of knowledge, 
there must be a balancing element to hold in 
check the devastating forces which might 
otherwise be observed in its manifestations. 

Knowledge must be classified, to become 
beneficial to man, If the mind be the reser- 
yoir wherein knowledge is preserved, it is 
equally necessary that the embankments be 
sufficiently strong tv resist the pressure 
brought to bear against them. But if not 
strong enough to resist the power thus con- 
fined, destruction follows as a natural result. 

Power is-a combination of elements that are 
never seen, They belong to the unknowable 
in life. Yet the effects are seen, The sweep- 
ing cyclone and the devastating hurricane by 
which human life and property are ruthlessly 
sacrificed to the ungovernable tempest, are 
manifestations of power in which mankind 
fail to discover any wisdom displayed. Yet 
there must of necessity bea knowledge of these 
elements ere they could be brought together, 
or in contact with other forces sufficiently to 
produce the results referred to. 

These and similar demonstrations are often 
referred to as especial providences, haying a 
hidden meaning whieh mankind have no right 
to inquire into or question. Admitting that 
mankind are morally bound to recognize the 
laws of nature, whether they comprehend them 
or not, T also assert that he has a legitimate 
right to question all things that affect his in- 
terest materially or spiritually. 

The alphabet to knowledge is the ability to 
question, By the legitimate use of this pre- 
rogative alone is knowledge obtained. What- 
evor is of too sacred a nature to be questioned, 
is worthless, because if a power, there is no 
knowledge of how it may be applied, and 
hence it were better that no instruction from 
it be received. As I view the subject, Intinite 
wisdom was displayed in the construction of 
that important organ in the brain force, cas- 
uality, Aud upon the same basis [ recognize 
wisdom in the construction of other organs to 
ach in conjunction, thus creating a balance 
wheel that holds in subjection the power pos- 
sessed by any one of the numerous organs, 
and by this influence creating an equipoise in 
the mind force, 

Those who believe in special providences 
think also that Deity cannot perform an un- 
wise act, and that all things he has made are 
good, And itis farther claimed that man is 
the highest type in form, and the embodiment 
of the highest creating power of the Infinite. 
Man reasons thus because "tis said that he was 


made in the image of Deity; and in the 
realm of life man is far in advance of all other 
forms. 

Admitting all this to be true for, the 
sake of the argument, what does it prove? 
First, that all there is in the human structure 
is the result of Infinite design, If the outer 
form is the work of Infinite wisdom, it is log- 
ical to conclude that the inner man must be also; 
with all its faculties, which; though not seen, 
are known to be a part of this wonderful 
mechanism, If there be certain organs which 
hy their operation create a desire for inquiry, 
it is proof of the original design, and the ex- 
ercise of them shows the design in their con- 
struction, or in other words, it isa natural ex- 
pression of powers guaranteed,  Henee, if 
there be a desire to question any manifestation 
pertaining to the spiritual of man’s nature, or 
the material, it isa legitimate exercise of the 
functions imparted, and no power other than 
that which granted the same, has any right to 
interfere or limit the circuit in which investi- 
gations are being made, 

Knowledge then needs to be analyzed, that 
the power contained therein may be under- 
stood, <All special demonstrations of power 
either in the interest of, or operating against 
the welfare of mankind, should be examined 
always witha desire to ascertain the truth. 

Knowledge is not confined to one object, or 
one brauch of education. It extends to, and 
embraces all things in the universe of life, 
There is a science connected with the smallest 
manifestation in life. The particle of matter 
that shines in the sunbeam has a history, and 
alife record. By inquiry into all these, is knowl- 
edge attained. Mankind learns of himself by 
study and comparison, and the information 
thus gained becomes a power. 

If mankind were to sit with folded arms, 
and look to Providence for food to sustain the 
physical form, none would be received. There 
must be some action on the part of the in- 
dividual, According to the methods of reason- 
ing adopted by a large majority of Christian 
people, all the ills that attend them through 
life are considered special acts of Providence, 
to teach them the way that should be followed. 
In many cases it might be said that the means 
‘applied fails to secure the desired result, and 
knowledge is not attained. 


On the other hand the success which attends 
a line of action honestly followed, is ascribed 
to the same cause, But how few return thanks 
for being thus specially remembered? If the 
theory is believed in, it fails to impress itself 
upon the mind in such a way as to leave an 
abiding influence. The cause is not inquired 
into, and mankind are educated in ignorance 
of certain fundamental laws which have an 
important bearing upon them from childhood 
even unto old age, There is a lack of balance 
in the mind force; a yielding to the dictation 
of another, which causes the gross ignorance 
that is observed in reference to the vital prin- 
ciples that must be understood ere knowledge 
can be obtained. 

There is a balance wheel in every human 
organism, and if this is allowed to act, man- 
kind will understand themselves and the re- 
lationship existing between them and all other 
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forms, No matter how elevated may be the 
conceptions of an individual in regard 
to the powers possessed by him, there is 
a link that connects him with all other forms 
in existence. The cause of these selfish opin- 
ions, is a belief in supposed special provi- 
dences. While a belief in such vagaries is 
cherished, mankind will wander in ignorance, 
and that element wields its sceptre with a 
power that few who yield obedience to its 
mandates, comprehend, i 

It is ignorance of the relation man sustains 
to nature and the Infinite, that produces the 
many ills of life. They are the result of vio- 
lated law. A knowledge of self would cause 
obedience to the laws which natur: has enacted. 
There are minds so attuned that they perceive 
readily the true relationship existing, and they 
have the power of mind to act upon the im- 
pression received. They are ever in advance 
of the other class, who have been taught to 
refer all matters to priestly authority before 
action is decided upon. 

In the first case the person allows the bal- 
ancing power in his own organism to act. By 
the power thus exercised over the mind, knowl- 
edge is acquired. Such an one lives not by 
faith, because faith ever leaves a feeling of un- 
certainty. That is the controlling influence 
with that class who refer all things to clerical 
decision, 

The balance wheel to human life, is the 
spirituality they possess, which makes each in- 
dividual a sovereign ruler over self. The ne- 
cessity for this element is apparent. Man, 
physically, tends earthward. The aspirations 
of the material, are for worldly gain and popu- 
larity. The spiritual element is directly oppo- 
site to this. 

These two elements in man’s nature are con- 
tinually warring for the mastery, from which 
has arisen the idea of an ever present form of 
eyil. This power has been transformed into 
countless images, representing every form of 
animate life known to man; while the power 
of good is represented in bat one form, proving 
the superiority of one over the other. Good- 
ness needs not the cloak or devices of evil. 

There is but one path to follow, if goodness 
be the controlling principle in life, but it may 
not at all times be strewn with flowers. A 
knowledge of good and evil is requisite to at- 
tain a true conception of life and its duties. 

This cannot be secured from traditions, It 
must be a personal knowledge. Evil often as- 
sumes the garb of goodness, to lead men 
astray. Tt therefore becomes necessary to in- 
vestigate all things, even those which are 
called sacred. 

The writers of the Bible very ingeniously 
inserted occasional paragraphs forbidding any 
investigation, and thereby lessened the regard 
that might otherwise be entertained for a 
book which contains much that is beneficial. 
But when the doors of investigation were 
closed, the inquiry arose, why is it so sacred ? 
Of what use are the reasoning faculties of 
man, if they are not te be used? And if they 
are for use, surely the use is not to be confined 
to earthly matters alone. 

Knowing how transient is the earthly exist- 
ence, and regarding the material conditions as 
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attendant upon the spiritual, that part of man’s 
nature becomes the all-important subject for 
consideration, and the laws whith apply to 
that phase of life should be understood. Inno 
other way can there be compliance with na- 
ture’s demands, 

The exercise of this power meets with de- 
vided opposition from theologians, because it 
strikes at the foundation of their profession, 
and is opposed from a selfish basis. Again, 
some are so deeply imbued with the sanctity of 
spiritual matters that they are fearful of of- 
fending a never changing Deity. 

The devil has ever been a fear of the Chris- 
tian Church, because he always inquires, and 
Always reasons, arid effects his purposes accord- 
ing to natural law; that is; he preseuts a ra- 
tional method for what he proposes. If this 
important, though meddlesome person were 
understood, he would not be feared asso bad an 
enemy to mankind. Many important events 
have been recorded, which, though aseribed to 
an evil spirit, have been of Infinite value to 
the world. For instance, the result of that 
interview with the wotnan in the garden, was 
the dawning of intelligence. Man is repre- 
sented as being in astate of blissful ignorance, 
which was changed. By the knowledge thus 
transmitted, a power was acquired to discover 
between good and evil, It is one of the mam 
objects uf theology, to hold the minds of man- 
kind in a coidition similar to that in which 
they hold that man was created, To do this, 
certain measures are resorted to, and the first 
is, a denial of their right to question that 
which is represented to have come from n 
apirittal source. 


It should be known that it is the spiritnal 
faculties in man that create a desire for knowl- 
edge. They exercise a guardianship over 
things material, and cause mankind to inquire 
into the relationship of the spiritual to the ma- 
terial. When understood, both elements are 
necessary in their respective phases or condi- 
tions. Left in ignorance of the combinations 
in the life forces, mankind wander unte forbid- 
den paths, violate law, and suffer untold 
anguish as the result. 

‘The spiritual philosophy opens new avenues 
of thought, establishes confidence in the 
powers man possesses, and thereby becomes a 
saving influence. Man learns to reason from 
effects, to ascertain the cause, and thus is 
brought into close relationship with the Infi- 
nite Power. It 1s degrading to live in igno- 
rance of self, but theology teaches—take all 
things for granted, and trast in Providence. 
Reliance upon such a theory proves an unbal- 
anced condition of the mental powers. 

These conditions should be removed, that 
knowledge may be imparted, and the soil pre- 
pared for the reception of spiritual seed. The 
first step is to awaken a desire for spiritual 
knowledge, from a spiritual source, But here 
you are met with the assertion that Spiritual- 
ists deny the Bible. While they may well 
deny its divine authorship, they accept all 
that is good. What gan be made to harmo- 
nize with nature and her known laws, is ac- 
cepted by all Spiritualists. But how are you 
to know that it is divine, if debarred from 
making inquiry? Is it of any benefit for 


another to inquire? Will chat produce satis- 
faction? It does not in matters of a material 
character, If a person tells you he has dis- 
covered a mine of wenlth, and denies you ac- 
cess, it will not benefit you. 

The immortality of the soul is the most 
priceless of all gems, and man should not be 
debarred from learning all he can in regard to 
it. He wants positive evidence. Faith can- 
not afford relief, while belief is equally power- 
less. Only 4 knowledge of its reality can 
make life beautiful, and it thus becomes a 
power for good. 

Spiritual knowledge is the balance wheel 
peeded in human life. It holds in subjection 
the evil influences that prey upon the good. 
It opens the spiritual sight, and enables man 
to look beyond the present to the life that is 
to be. And it does not allow the once awak- 
ened faculties to slumber again. New ideas 
are thus constantly evolved that require analy- 
zation, aud knowledge is thereby increased. 

Spiritualism becomes a divine teacher when 
comprehended im its true light. It seeks not 
the destruction of recognized forms of gov- 
ernment for society, but rather seeks to awaken 
the spiritual faculties of mankind, and create 
a desire for information, thus elevating the 
race to a higher standard, morally, intellect- 
ually and spiritually. It teaches how the ma- 
terial life should be spent, that the greater 
amount of good may be accomplished. 

No person lives to themselves alone, and the 
farther removed from material conditions, the 
greater the influence exerted. Spirituality is 
not selfishness. A truly spiritual person is 
known, whatever their position in life. Their 
influence cannot be destroyed, for it lives in 
the spirit, 


Spiritualism teaches the fallacy of many of 
the ordinances regarded as sacred, and proves 
that many of them were copied from the 
heathen traditions of the past, and are yet in 
practice by the idol worshipers of the East. Tt 
thus becomes an instructor. Through its 
philosophy can man learn what he is, and what 
he may be. 

There is a marked difference between the 
spiritual philosophy and other forms of re- 
ligious instraction. It throws its doors open, 
and invites investigation, and the farther the 
investigations are pursued, the deeper becomes 
the interest, because it is natural. Iustend of 
filliug the mind with supernatural ideas, it 
offers a plain solution of all the manifesta- 
tions witnessed, It opens a field for study that 
grows in interest as the mind unfolds. It thus 
becomes a blessing to the race. 


Though opposed and ridiculed by the clergy, 
it wields an irresistible power for good. It 
imparts just ideas of all things, both material 
avd spiritual. But above all things it brings 
mankind into closer relationship with Deity. 
The spirit of inquiry which it imparts leads 
the mind away from material objects, and 
opens a line of communication with the unseen 
forces of life. This paves the way to a more 
exalted conception of Deity, and man's re- 
sponsibility thereto, 

In this light would I offer you this philoso- 
phy, and ask that you examine into it, and 
thus come into closer relationship with Infinite 


power, where will be found knowledge and 
wisdom to guide in every path you may be 
called to follow. 
THEODORE Parker. 
Aug. 27, 1877. 
“ — — — 
SLEEP, 
*' Ho He giveth tie beloved sleep. Pn. exxvi: 2. 


He sees when their footsteps falter, when their 
heart grows weak and faint, 

He marks when their strength is failing, and 
listens to each comp’ aint, 

He bids them rest for a season, for the pathway 
has grown too steep; 

And folded in fair green pastures, 

He giveth His loved ones sleep. 


Like weary and worn-out children, that sigh for 
the daylight’s close, 

He knows that they oft are longing for home and 
its sweet repose; J 

So He calls them in from their labors ere the 
shadows around them creep, 

And silently watching o'er them, 

He giveth His loved ones sleep. 


He giveth it, ob, so gently! as a mother will 
huth to rest, 

The babe that she softly pillows so tenderly on 
her breast; 

Forgotien are now the trials and sorrows that 
made them weep, . 

For with mary a soothing promise 

He giveth His loved ones sleep, 


Weep nat that their toils are over; weep not that 
their race is run; 

God grant we may rest as calmly when our work, 
like theirs, is done! 

Till then we would yield with gladness our 
treasurers to Him to keep, 

And rejoice in the sweet assurance, 

Ile giveth His loved oves sleep. 


— Golden Hours. 
— 
REFORMATION. 


The day of reformation dawneth: 
Last, ye mortals; catch the strain; 
Shout aloud, The angels cometh— 
Truth triumphant comes to reign. 
Hear ye not the nations calling, 
Come und help us, spirits come; 
Superstition’s throne is crumbling— 
Onward till the vietory's won. 


Cease not, though your load be heavy; 
To the victors, crowns are given; 
Freed um's cause is one of glory, 
"Tis the cause of joy in heaven, 
Truth divine like stars are gleamiog, 
Shedding light o'er all the earth, 
Creeds of men sre trembling, falling, 
Hail with joy the march of trath. 


Angels bright are journeying thither, 
From their homes in beaven above; 
Flowers they bring that never wither, 
Tokens of their deathless love. 
Joyful news to worlds terrestrial, 
Borne to earth by seraph song; 
Peace on earth from worlds celestial, 
Chant in praise—your notes prolong, 


Bless: d spirits, ever near us, 
Fill cur souls with light divine, 
Let no gloon or doubt oppress us, 
Ere we reach yon heavenly clime. 
Come and breathe your soul’s emotions 
Draw us by your cords of love 
Far away from earth's commotions 
To that fount in heaven above. 


Acusa W, Spracue, 
Nov. 8, 1877. 
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UNIVEKRSALISM AS I TAUGHT; 
SPIRITUALISM AS I NOW 
THA CH 

Itis a most delightful task to assume con- 
trol of human powers for the expression of 
thought, no matter what the phase,wo it be 
within the compass of var limited powers; for 
although a spirit, I am bound to certain limits 
and regulations. Outside of these T can do 
nothing. Within thei scope and compass all 
things which belong to the finite mind are pos- 
sible, The human mind like all else in life, is 
subject to the law of change. There is noran 
atom, even the minntest form that glistens in 
the san’s rays, but what has the law of change 
written npon it, 

What man is there in the mortal form who 
has not changed his opinion in regard to pe- 
culiar ideas and conceptions growing out of 
educational wachings? Indeed, if we change 
not, we are of less value than the rock, for 
even the sands on the seashore are continually 
changing. It is the Infinite decree, aud wlio- 
ever raises his voice in oppositition Lo it, op- 
poses Infinite law, and the result of thus teach- 
ing inharmong and exeiung to contentions 
must be met, if notin the mundane sphere of 
life, then in spirit life. It makes no difference 
where you are. The law of compensation will 
find vou, and you will change in conformity 
with its requirements. This law, like all just 
laws, is absolute, and there is no appealing 
from it. 

These ideas are not very objectionable to a 
Universalist. There is quite a similanty be 
tween the two; only a little more of the one 
than the other. One has found the pearl of 
great price, while the other is seeking for it, 
This is about the difference between the Uni- 
versalism I taught, and the Spiritualism I now 
teach, which 1 will style the essence of all 
other issues purified, and the good compressed 
into one, 

Why should I not leave the good for that 
which is better? Were I addressing only old 
friends and neighbors, it would not be neces- 
sary for me to explain my ideas in the past, or 
my religious teachings, Aa I never was sèc- 
tarian, (or if I had a leaning that way in my 
earlier days, 1 did not in my latter years) 1 
could not comprehend sectarian Universalism; 
the two areas unlike as the temperate and 
frigid zones; one warm and geniul in tempura 
ture, and the other cold and freezing to stich 
an extent as to defy human skill to penetrate 
through its outer covering, 

The Universalism which I taught was that 
taught by Murray and others who preceded 
me in the ministry, and who preceded me also 
to spirit life, where now we can review the 
past, and derive satisfaction from the assur- 
ance that our work was well done. 

All forms of religious teaching havea their 
special mission, but uone were ever dirented by 
God's spirits or angels to continue in the sate 
grooves or line of thought that their fore- 
fathers occupied. Wherever there is intelli- 
gence, progression may be seen, nol in one 
thing, but in all things; not iu one religious 
idea, but in all, The voice of God commands 
—go forward. How few hear it, or if heard, 
how few Obey. False teachings and false 
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statements regarding the character of the Infi- 
nite, and the attyibutes supposed to be pos- 
sessed by him, have alienated the seul of man 
from the requiranents of the Infinite, 

All denominations have come into existence 
under peculiar influcnees, and for a specific 
purpose. When that object is secured, their 
work is complete. Let us fora moment glance 
at the past, and if possible trace the line of re- 
limigus ideas down to the present. Beginning 
with the garllest accounts mortals have of the 
race, we fim no seot or denomination. This 
was before the time when it is said sin came 
into the world. When mankind became more 
humerous and began to congregate in bodies, 
worship assumed n more tangible form; but 
not yet im costly palaces, but in natures edi- 
tice, beneath the shadowy trees of the forest, 
God's own temple. 

The Jewish form of worship which pre- 
ceded yours in the religious history of the 
hice, Was sectarian. They claimed to be the 
chosen people, and all outside of Judaism 
were, according to their belief, outcasts, and 
aliens from God. 

This form of religious teaching continued 
in force down to the advent of our Elder 
Brother, when through his teaching and ex- 
ample, more broad and liberal ideas were in- 
augurated. But the Jews still claimed, that 
theirs was the right way, and continues to do 
30, up to the present time. 

From out of Judaism came Catholicism, re- 
taining the peculiar ideas of a priesthood, and 
though new in form yet all he paraphernalia 
which priesteraft use in the past, was adopted 
by this new sect, The Jews rejected our 
Elder Brother, but the Catholic adopted him, 
anil the mystery which enslrouded his life 
was woven inte their cfeels and systems, and 
continues with them until the present. 

The Jews did not recognize the humble 
Nazarene, but were hoping tor the advent of 
some one who should come and make their 
city his place of abode, and their people his 
choice, among the vations of the earth, This 
idea is still entertained. The Catholic eloment 
believed in the divinity of Jesus, and inter- 
preted bis words as referring expecially to 
them. Poter is the aceredited architect of 
Catholicism. There are many good things in 
its teachings, bur its object bas long since been 
accomplished. It was a step forward in the 
fine of human progress. 

Next to this came what is denominated 
Episeopatianism, breathing a greater liberality, 
Lut still sectarian; casting off part of the yoke, 
hut retaining that exclusiveness which make 
them so exclusive that they do not affiliate 
with other sects. Indeed, ivis an offence agninst 
the established’ usages of that. Church for a 
clergyman of the Episcopal faith to enter the 
desk of a Protestant, or allow a Protestant 
brother to preach in their sanctuary. There 
is an element of exclusiveness thrown around 
the clergy which carries the mind back to the 
ages when Judaism was in its glory. Some in 
the Episcopal faith have felt the necessity of 
reform, hence a more liberal brangh has sprung 
into existence, but does not keep pace with the 
times. 

Protestantism, through the energies of 


Luther, Calvin, and Wesley, was brought into 
existence, and embraced in its teachings, 
many of the principles found in the forms 
from which they sprang. The doctrine of 
endless punishment still found. a place in their 
minds, and with as much tenacity as the Jew 
or Cathalſe they insisted upon their peculiar 
belief being accepted as the only true and di- 
vine revelation from the lufisite to mankind. 

Ove by one the senseless forms have been 
dropped or taid- aside; the power vested in the 
priesthood became a mooted question, With 
the unfolding of power in the human mind, 
the seales that had been placed npon the vision 
of mortals, began Lo drop off little by little 
until at tast man began to question the 
authority of pope, priest and bishop. ‘The 


vloak of sanctity had been worn so long that 


it was growing thin and ganzy. Intelligence 
began to look throngli its folds to discover if 
possible what there was of a special nature 
that should demand such reverence. It was 
found upon examination that no special sanc- 
lity existed, Those who wore the robes were 
found to be as other men, linite, 

These conditions were not secured without 
labor and persecution. The Jew, in support 
of his belief, crucified the Nazarene, hoping 
thereby to forever napish from the minds of 
the people, all remembrance of bhin as a 
teacher, When Catholicism perceived her 
commands disregarded, she followed in the 
footsteps of her predecessor, by patting to 
death the Protestants who avowed their dis- 
belief in papal or priestly ediots. The Protes- 
tants resorted to the stake, use of the gibbet 
and sacrifice of human life, to enforce their 
belief, All had manufactured glasses peculiar 
to the ideas they professed; some were greener 
than others, and some were remarkable for the 
deep coloring of blue. Some of these blue 
glasses are yet in use. 

It will be observed by tracing the mental 
conditions and unfoldings of the race, that 
these revolutions in thought were but outward 
expressions of an inward force, rounding out 
into more perfect manhood the children of 
earth. Thought can no more be stayed by 
human commands or edicts than the heaving 
of thesen. The power that causes the waves 
Ww roll mountain high, pays no attention to the 
petty ideas of men, but they roll onward in 
defiance of all power, or prayers emanating 
from mortals. 

The statement may seem strange, but the 
mighty ocean presents a perfect wpe uf the 
cect produced upon mankind hy the awaken- 
ing in the human mind of the power to think, 
But such a state of continual agitation could 
not exist without manifest injury to the wel- 
fare of mankind, A season of calm, of rest, 
is just as essential as breathing the pure air. 
There are limits to thè physical endurance of 
man The mental faculties require rest and 
tine to recuperate, 

Tt may be observed that in ages past there have 
been times when buwan passion like the whirl- 
wind, proved to be as regurdless of human life. 
Kyery sach storm had a tendency to purify the 
atmosphere, and the calm that succeeded was 
the spring time, when the sceds of more lib- 
eral ideas were sown, And what finally, 
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blossomed into Universalism was the result of 
the agitation ereated by the numberless perse- 
cutions, and the absurdities that still struggled 
for recognition. 

It has always required great firmness of 
character to engage in any new enterprise 
which was not in harmony with the prescribed 
rules of the Church, Persecution always fol- 
lowed. It was so when the noble Murray, in 
the face of the whole world, denied the exist- 
ence of a local hell. Though but a compara- 
tively short time ago, let me tell you it re- 
quired some nerve to be known as a Uni- 
versalist; and not only in the days of Murray, 
but aten period of more recent date, even in 
my Own native city. 

Universalism as I understood it, was the 
gathering up of all the metter elements of 
thought and ideas found in or expressed in all 
religious denominations. It was a mental pro- 
cess by which all the good, all the liberality 
could be condensed in one form, and from the 
light which this condensation Uirew upon the 
character of Deity, came the system of re- 
ligious thought, known as Universalism. 

Who would haye supposed that men pro- 
fessing a belief in the universality of God's 
love to his children, would [ave stooped so 
low as to class themselves with sectarian de- 
nominations, and yet this hasbeen done, Think 
of jt! Sectarian Universalism, What a misno- 
mer! Yet it is seen, even in your midst; aye, 
even in my own city the name or term applied 
to wunvey the true meaning and design of the 
organization, has forthe sake of gaining popu- 
larity, allied itself with the ordinances Uni- 
versalism cum Lo suppress. 

I conld never see the necessity fora ereed. 
‘Tlie system was tou broad in its parity, to ad- 
mit Of creedal laws and alliances. I never 
taught the necessity of a creed. My Uni- 
versulism embraced the whole world. I did 
not seek popnlanity, but expressed my convic- 
tions, Those who knew me in my earth lite 
can state whether this be so, or not. 

Universalism, like all other forms of re- 
ligons thought, had a mission to perform, 
which was to combat the iden of a bottomtess 
pit, full of human beings writhing in eternal 
torment, Old systems of religious belief 
could not grapple with this giant error. All 
their mental training had become allied to a 
belief in such an unnatural thing, and it re- 
quired new clements; u different style of argu- 
ment; a long stride in adyance of popular 
ideas. 

When that fiery furnace had become cooled 
Off, the special mission of Universalism onded. 
But those who at present belong to that de- 
nomination seem pot to comprehend it. And 
not haying any longer a special duty tò për- 
form, ideas similar in form to what may be 
heard in Orthodox denominations have been 
instituted, for the sake of gaining popularity. 

This is not the Universalism which I taught 
In my day Universalism signified progression, 
I regarded it as a stepping stone to the next 
higher grade of development; bat instead of 
this, there has been a retrograde tendeucy. The 
vicarious atouement has become the corner 
stone upon which it now rests. This is the 
foundation of Catholicism, of Episcopalianism, 
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of Presbyterianism, of the Baptist doctrine, 


and of Methodism. All denominations of the 
past rest their hopes of n future existenee 
upon this, the most senseles of all ideas ever 
conceived in the human brain. 

The Universalism which! (aught madè man 
his own savior, In that Ihave not changed 
But liberal as were my sentiments Inthe past, 
they have become more liberal. As I have 
advanced in knowledge, What I saw trough i 
glass darkly, I now see with more clenruess. 
What was but dimly foreshadowed in the 
past, has become a most pleasing reality. The 
bickerings of men in support of different 
ideas, has ceased to affect my mind, but in the 
full consciousness of right, I am moving on 
and upward in the scale of spiritual attain- 
ments, hoping to reach the summit of those 
beautiful hills which loom ap in the distance, 
and from which inspiration sweet and blessed 
comes to my soul like the dewdrop to the 
flower, refreshing, and instilling new tife, that 
enables më to perceive the duties which are 
still mine to perform. 
` As I have observed, each succeeding denomi- 
nation has partaken more of liberal sentiments 
than those which precedid them: The ün- 
folding powers of mankind have made this a 
necessity. Theology secs. the necessity of 
compliance with this demand which is thus 
made. 

Modern Christianity is extcedingly docomo- 
dating, It can be made available in) ail eases, 
or any emergensy, If you require a little 
water, you ean be supplied. If you require 
much, there isan abundance. Th you possess 
but litle of divine grace, more will be added, 
if asked for, Lt is so convenient to have in the 
house in caso of an emergency. What a 
sorrowful plight should the minister call, and 
the family nov be able to respond favorably to 
certain ideas; such as a koowledge of whe 
made the first man, and who was Cxin’s wife. 
This was a mystery tome fora longtime, and 
is ho doubt to many celebrated divines of the 
present day, Senseless as all these claims are, 
they become far more so when entertained by 
individuals who claim superior intelligence, 

Tt was the mission of Universalism ot I 
understood it, to do away with all such ab- 
surclities, by teachiug a liberal religion and ès- 
tablishing a liberal system of edueation for 
the young. 
but alas for human frailty, the glittering 
bauble of popularity has proved too much for 
those who now claim recognitition as teachers 
of Universalism. 
tered away the principles banded down to 
them, for less than 4 mess of pottage- A de- 
sire to be recognized among the Orthodox 
Churches has led to this, 


While I have changed somewhat in senti- 
ment, 1 still have a deep reverence for true 
Universalism when found, which is extremely 
rare, It was but the forerunner of a more 
liberal system of teaching, which naturally fol- 
lows it. The time has come, the day has 
dawned, when. the liberal mind and liberal 
thought must take the pluce of set creeds and 
theories, The world ie moving on at a rapid 
pace, and it cannot be stayed. The mind force 
ot man is an irresistible power for good or 


Fora time this was adhered to; 


Like Esau, they have bars 
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evil. The present, more than any preceding 
time, seems to fevor an ontponring of spirit 
power, and its effecta dre seen in every hamlet, 
and I might almost say in every house 
throughont the length and breadth of your 
land, 

Universalism was the last stepping stone to 
thie grand realization, but its day of useful- 
ness asa liberalizing element is past. Some- 
thing better has taken its place, and with those 
it hath taken to its bosom, it will ere long be 
known only in history. ‘The wave of liberal- 
lsm is sweeping over your land with irresist- 
able force, 

To all portions of it, is there an increasing 
desire for more light, Can we who see the re- 
quirements of mankind, stand with folded 
hands, and ask Infinite wisdom to assist them, 
and we not put forth the slightest effort in 
their behalf? Were this the action of spirits, 
we might continne through endless ages, and 
this desire of man still remain ananswered, 
God helps those who helps themselves, and 
only in this way can mankind receive blessings 
from. the All father. 

The field is large and broad; the grain is 
ready for the reapers. Do not longer glean a 
few straws when you might fill your storehouse 
with the choicest grain. The spirit world care 
little whether religious organizations are in 
harmony with the ideas they unfold, neither 
do they stop to inquire whether Mr. Smith has 
made up his mind to take part in the meas- 
ures adopted, or not. They move steadily 
ouward, and my friends of the Orthodox faith 
will tind it necessary to ascertain whether they 
bava a residence in any particular locality or 
not. 

J baye changed somewhat. I tind a ne- 
cessity for so doing. Upon examination 1 
tind | was not altogether right, and had I re- 
fused to change my mind upon seeing the true 
path, I should have had no right to expect 
recognition asan intelligent being, All wise 
men see the necessity of change. The ignorant 
sehlom change, and they are numerous. It 
would not be difficult to select a few even in 
this city. The word progress is unknown to 
such men, and the definition is a still greater 
mystery. L have mov won in advance of such 
minds, They make poor Universalists, and 
poorer Spiritualists, and [am at a loss just 
where ta locate them. ‘They are living mona- 
ments Of a blind faith, anda Blinder supersti- 
tion, 


I have changed because I saw the necessity; 
perceived the benefits I should derive from the 
change. Another reason is that I find Spirit- 
unlism to be trae, And that is reason enough 
for any man to change his ideas or convictions. 
And I thank God for the change, I see no 
longer as through a glass darkly, but feel the 
beating of the Infinite heart as it throbs and 
pilsates through the vast system of worlds, of 
which Tam a part. 

I have given some of the reasons why I 
nüdvogate Spiritualism. I have still other rea- 
sons, and may at no distant day transeribe 
them for perusal, in the hope that what is said 
may prove u blessing vo all who may rend. 
That good may come to all, is the prayer of 
DoLpros SKINNER. 
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TRY THE SPIRITS. 


There is an old adage which I remember to 
have used in my earth life“ a word to the 
wise is sufficient.“ Whether this is true at all 
times, and underall cireumstances, is a mooted 
question. I have treated upon this subject in 
former communications, and I find that many 
who read have not proved themselves wise, 
hence I fear the saying is not true in all cases, 

In Biblical lore the world, or the inhabitants 
thereof, are divided into two classes; the wise 
and the foolish; those who teach and those 
who listen. And we are also told by the same 
authority that ont of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings shall the truth be spoken. A very 
common saying, in worldly vernacular, 1s that 
children and fools speak the truth, This 
would seem to imply that the wise are not 
wholly given to truthful assertions. 

Hence we have the admonition te try the 
spirits; for tis not the man who is seen that 
speaks, but the unseen man. If it were the 
former, there would be less difficulty in ascer- 
taining the truth, but because of the unseen 
man, you are admonished to try the spirit 
that gives expression, and ascertain if possible 
if it be of good or evil, whether the commani- 
cations tend to uplift the mind, or to degrade 
the whole being. 

You will perceive that there is somethlng 
for you todo. You are not told to let your 
pastor or the elders of your church decide for 
you, but you must try the spirits. It is an in- 
dividual matter, and man is responsible to the 
Infinite for the use he makes of the powers 
imparted to him as an inheritance to be trans- 
mitted to succeeding generations. 

Every person’s life is a record that affeets 
those who come after them. It matters not 
how obscure the individual, an influence is 
wielded for good or evil. These influences are 
constantly felt, in the thronged street, in the 
various relationships of life. When the rain 
drops leave the clouds overhead, each drop is 
independent of all others, but when they reach 
the earth they become absorbed in the acen- 
mulation of this clement, and each particular 
drop is lost sight of. It is thus with the in- 
fluences that affect mankind, They are count- 
less in number, but if analyzed when their ap- 
proach is perceived, the man becomes master 
of the situation. If he fails to analyze and 
understand them, he will be surrounded by a 
combination of influences that cannot be sep- 
arated, and will be of no value as a citizen. 
lt thus becomes necessary to examine into 
whatever is presented, and learn its meaning, 
in order to be prepared to judge of the rela- 
tive merits. 

All things in life, whether animate or inani- 
mate, have their fixed position in the world 
of matter, and exert an influence over other 
bodies within a certain radius. With people, 
this differs, according to the power of the 
mind force. No two exert the same influence. 
With those who possess scientific minds, and 
speak and write upon the same subject, and 
analyze the same object, n peculiar atmosphere 
will be seen enshrouding one that will not be 
perceived attending the other. This atmos- 
phere that is brouglit around you by coming 
in contact with the mind force of the person, 


is the influence that person exerts over you, 
and that is one thing referred to in the ad- 
monition to try the spirits, 

As it is my intention to treat the subject 
from a spiritual basis, I will ask why the wri- 
ter uttered this precaution, andto what charac- 
ter of spirits he referred. The term is used 
in a connection besides that of the disem- 
bodied life forces of mankind. But we are 
led to infer, from the connection, that refer- 
ence was here made to the spirits of men or 
beings not inhabitants of the mundane sphere 
of existence. He said many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 

It is evident that John wished to enforce a 
certain class of ideas upon the minds of those 
to whom he addressed these words, admouish- 
ing them to beware lest they be deceived. 
“Hereby know you the spirit of God.” It is 
evident that John entertained the idea that 
the spirit of God was abroad in the land, 
seeking to gain an advantage over other spirits 
equally in earnest in making proselytes to 
their form of belief, and he proceeded to give 
instruction regarding the method by which 
judgment should be rendered. 

It will be perceived that he assumes for them 
the position of individuality, and the right to 
devide according to the testimony presented, 
and the judgment of the reasoning powers, 
Following closely upon this liberal statement, 
he gives a standard by which the decision is to 
be rendered. If John believed i the miracu- 
lous birth of Jesus, he would be influenced by 
that belief, and if another different in opinion 
regarding the miraculous claims set forth, John 
would say they were unholy influences, 


There are many Johns in the world at the 
present. time, self-constituted judges of what 
should be believed in, and what should be re- 
jected. Hence I reiterate the admonition to 
try the spirits. You ask how are they to be 
tried. If we take a theological view of the 
question, it would be much easier asking than 
answering the question, The possibility of 
judging of a matter, implies the necessity of 
analyzing it, in order to arrive at the truth. 
There must necessarily be a presentation of 
facts, that can be examined and viewed in the 
light of reason. 

If a person be beyond your reach, how 
can you judge of the motives actuating them ? 
If, as theology claims, the spirit of man is not 
allowed to leave the place to which it was 
transported at the time of change, how are 
mortals to judge of them, and how senseless 
was the admonition of Jolin; but if it be a 
fact that spirits can return and influence or 
control mortals, then the admonition is entitled 
to some weight. 

If the latter be true, then theology has no 
rightful claim upon John, because he was 
a Spiritualist. As the two elements are an- 
tagonistic, there can be no fellowship, for one 
is a condition of light, and the other of dark- 
ness. Taking it for granted that spirits can 
and do return, it becomes the duty of each in- 
dividual to study their own lives, and see what 
powers of attraction they possess. There is 
uo Jaw in spirit life that compels us to do this. 
But there is a law of sympathy, a desire to in- 
struct our fellow man, and aid him in securing 


knowledge of that which is of Infinite value 
to him. It is through sympathy that we are 
attracted. 

But how can mortals judge of ns. If I, in 
my personality as a spirit, approach Mr. A, 
how and by what law is Mr. B prepared to 
judge of me, or vice versa? No two persons 
are influenced precisely alike. The difference 
in mind force must be considered. If all were 
the same development mentally, there would 
not he that diversity in life that now exists. If 
the organic structure of the brain in all man- 
kind were the same—if for instance. caution 
was largely developed in all, the whole race 
would be so cautious that grass would grow 
in your streets, There would be such a dread 
of offending one another, that every person 
would forever hold their peace. If a different 
organ was developed, there would be continual 
scenes of strife and contention. Nature has 
wisely decreed that no two persons can be pre- 
cisely alike, and hence in the application of 
spirit influence by the same spirit, a different 
manifestation is produced, 

This law of control was most beautifully re- 
ferred to by Paul, who said there were differ 
ent gifts, but the same spirit; that is, the ef- 
feet was of a wholly different character. The 
same spirit may control two different persons, 
in the same room, alternately; one may have 
the organ of mirthfulness largely developed, 
and while under control, this faculty may be 
exercised; while in another ease the person 
controlled may be of a sedate character, andi 
there would be no attempt at mirth, even were: 
the same thoughts impressed upon each, But 
it might seem strange to an observer to claim 
that the same intelligence controlled in both 
cases, 

Thus it may be seen that no one person can 
judge for another, and evidently John had this 
in mind when he advised them to try the 
spirits, If it was necessary in the days of 
John, it is just as much so at the present time; 
and hence I say unto you in the words of 
John, try the spirits. 

You desire to know, first, that there is some- 
thing to try. To prove the fact of spirits re- 
turning to earth, I will refer you to Bible tes- 
timony, that being the anchor that holds the 
Christian ship from drifting into the bottom- 
less ocean of infidelity. Whatever bas been a 
possibility, whatever has been a reality, may 
be experienced and realized again, under simi- 
lar conditions. If, at any time, in the history 
of the present race, spirits or angels appeared, 
they can appear again. There has been no 
changing of tha laws of nature They areas 
unchangeable as the Infinite power that 
governs and directs the universe. 

If an angel appeared unto Mary, then is it 
possible for me to return and hold communion 
with mortals, If Moses and Elias appeared 
with Jesus atthe Mount of Transfiguration, then 
it is equally possible for Dolphus Skinner to 
appear. If the prison doors were opened, and 
the two disciples set at liberty, it is equally 
possible for other spirits to come and unlock 
the prison doors of your souls, and set your 
minds at liberty. 


The teachings of theology hadnearly closed the 


avenues by which spirits come to mortals; and 
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once closed, it seems to be their determination 
to keep this broud highway barricaded. There 
isan equal determination on the part of the 
spirit world to remove all barriers, and set at 
liberty the sons and daughters of men. 

Much is said by sacred writers in reference 
to spirits and their relationship with those of 
earth. But the wise men of the ministry as- 
sume the position of unerring expounders of 
the true meaning of those sentences. It makes 
little difference how absurd may be the position 
assumed; if some celebrated divine gives a 
version of his conception of them, it is re- 
garded as authoritative. 

If the opinions of those in the material are 
antagonistic to mine, I being a spirit, are not 
my views entitled to have weight, as evidence, 
of the facts which I proclaim? But as my 
claim is worthless without proof, let us see on 
which side the greater amount of evidence can 
be adduced, 

An individual makes 
spirits cannot return. What proof can he 
offer in support of his position? A simple 
statement amounts to nothing, only so far as 
it is the expression of an individual opinion. 
A person thus believing cannot be supposed to 
try the spirits, not believing they are near 
enough to come in contact with him. Of course 
the admonition to try the spirits has no effect 
upon him, for there are no spirits to try. On 
the other hand, I assert that spirits do 
return, and not only do I make the assertion, 
but I manifest my own presence as a personal 
witness of „the fact. Spirits do not come on 
idle missions. There is ever and always an 
object to be accomplished. And there are per- 
sons in the mortal form who have seen me in 
a materialized form. Ihave controlled human 
organisms and given my views in public; true, 
not so naturally as I could in the form once so 
familiar to many, but enough for my own 
gratification, and the edification of those who 
have listened to my voice. 


the assertion that 


There is this difference between the two 
views. The first rests wholly upon traditions, 
superstitions, bigotry and prejudice; while 
on the other hand are living witnesses. Now 
which should be believed? Certainly not the 
former, for in a simple justice court it would 
be non-suited for want of evidence. 

But as the admonition is general, it ean be 
made applicable to spirits robed with mortal- 
ity, as well as those disrobed. While morta’s 
claim the right to try spirits, that have left 
the mortal form, we, as spirits claim an equal 
tight in regard to those in the form, And 
were we to judge as severely, or serutinize as 
closely, as mortals do with us, we should find 
many who are weighed in the balance and found 
wanting. Evidence should be weighed with 
care ere final judgment is made. 

The method adopted by many who claim 
superior knowledge in reference to spiritual 
matters, is to ignore all natural laws as not 
applicable to spirits, and set up a new code 
called the supernatural. There never was such 
a thing as a supernatural manifestation, nor 
can there be. If there were, it would be be- 
yond the range of human intelligence, and 
could not benefit man at all. It would only 
tend to mystify the mind. 
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Mankind are natural productions. They 
form opinions and estimations, in accordance 
with the laws of their. being, which is a nat- 
ural law, applicable to other forms in the ma- 
terial universe, outside of man. The same law 
that applies to the smallest insect, applies 
equally to mankind, in their respective posi- 
tions. Man cannot go beyond the natural. 
When he seeks to establish the supernatural, 
he attempts to do that which it is impossible 
for him to do. It is only superstition that 
creates the supernatural, and the more super- 
stitious the being, the more supernatural will 
all things appear. 

Leaving this realm of faney, we come to a 
natural basis, and how different all things ap- 
pear. Even what seemed miraculous ean be 
accounted for, because man’s reason is called 
into requisition, and analyzation begins, The 
difference between the two positions is this: 
One is governed by reason, the natural organs 
of sense are used; while in the other all these 
are disregarded, or used in perverted sense, and 
the individual is governed by prejudice, or 
feeling of some kind, 

No person wishes to be considered inferior 
to others, but rather the peer of all. But how 
are they to sustain the position unless through 
the exercise of the intellect’? No one will 
claim that the knowledge they possess is 
supernatural. Itis the natural result of the 
powers which belong to them. From whence 
are these powers or functions derived? I 
answer from nature. Natural laws encompass 
all living objects, seen or unseen. As it is im- 
possible for men to die; or for any thing in 
nature to die, (they may change,) then are all 
things within the radius of this law. Spirits 
disrobed are equally subject to law as mortals; 
nor can we depart therefrom any more than 
mortals. 

There is therefore no mystery in spirit life. 
All claims of fancy are forgotten, and we as- 
sert Our positions as men and women, and seek 
to analyze for ourselves in accordance with 
John’s advice, Hence we find it necessary to 
try the spirits of men, and we do not stop at 
one trial, but we keep on trying continually. 
If it were not for this process, little of an iun- 
telligent nature could be given from our side 
of life, 

A person who is sensitive to the accusations 
of his fellow men, and is honest in his inten- 
tions, seeks the society of similarly constituted 
persons. When in the society of such, he is 
at home. But suppose by some unforeseen 
circumstance, he is forced into the society of 
those who have no regard for truth or honesty, 
though possessed of intelligence. What 
would be such condition to that sensitive 
mind? It would be a living hell, and if there 
was no escape. it would seem to be bottomless. 
Now the same experience applies to the dis- 
robed spirit when brought in contact with 
mortals, in whose souls there is not purity, 
manliness and fidelity. 

How are we to judge of motives? Only by 
the effect. How are mortals to judge of us? 
By the results we produce, This difference 
must be borne in mind, When upon the 
material plane, every person can act independ 
ently so far as they realize the position they 
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occupy. Spirits disrobed of the material, if 
they manifest their presence at all, must do so 
through another individuality, For the spirit 
to manifest true to itself, the medium must 
possess elements of character similar to those 
possessed by the spirit, or the manifestation 
will not be satisfactory. Pure water cannot 
pass through impare soil without being im- 
pregnated with the ecements with which it is 
brought in contact. It is the same with the 
spirits. 

Therefore we find it necessary to try the 
mediums we would use, and to the best of our 
judgment secnre intelligent, reliable mediums 
as far as we can. When this is accomplished, 
there is no mystery connected with the matter. 
A truthful person deals not in mysteries. It 
is error that ever cloaks its acts with the mar- 
velous and mysterious. 

It is equally incumbent upon mortals to try 
the spirits that come to them, for as I have 
said, they always have an object, aud as there 
are many paths in life surrounded by both 
right aud wrong; the trae and false; with 
motives, pure and truthful, or false and deceit- 
ful, it is a matter of deep interest to ascertain 
what the motives are which actuate the spirit. 
Evil oftentimes steals the cloak of its neigh- 
bor, to deceive by appearances; and evil dis- 
posed spirits at times seek to Jead astray the 
pure minded investigator. Thus it becomes 
necessary to put them in the erneible, and 
make a careful analysis, in order that all im- 
purities may be known, Natural laws and 
human reason are this erneible. As Deity 
never violates natural law, all that is claimed 
to be of a supernatural character, should be 
analyzed in the crucible of reason; and all 
powers and forces that are bronght to bear 
upon mankind, which do not harmonize with 
reason, should be disregarded, because they are 
of human origin, and the object is evil. 

Human life has ever been considered a war- 
fare, not of man against his fellow man, but 
of unseen forces in man. Paul illustrated 
what I wish to enforce upon your minds, and 
T will quote his words, found in the 6th chap- 
ter of Ephesians, 12th verse: : 

„For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, 
but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places.” 

It is evident that man’s condition in the 
days of Paul, was similar to what are experi- 
enced at the present time. The minds of the 
people were being led away from the truth, to 
false gods. As I now see the condition of 
maukind, and the forces operating upon them 
from without, T am led to take this view of 
what was intended by Paul. 

Mankind formerly regarded all things that 
claimed to be spiritual, or of spiritual origin, 
as coming from the Infinite. As Deity never 
spoke to man, only through and by the reve- 
lations of natare, we are led to the position 
that all which claimed to have a supernatural 
agency, was a mere fancy, or purposed fabri) 
cation to deceive the people. Though pre- 
sented in a spiritual form, and clothed upon 
with all the devices which the mind of man 
can conceive, it was Unt to deceive, and while 
possessing the form and features of spiritual- 


